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IMPORTANT DATES
AN
September
INDEPENDENT
2
Wattle Day
PUBLIC SCHOOL
4

5

Athletics Carnival
Jumps & Throws
& K/PP Tabloids
9am
Senior Assembly
Rooms 14 & 25
ICAS Science

6

Athletics Carnival

12

School Board
Meeting 4.30pm
ICAS Spelling

13

P & C Disco

18

Interschool
Athletics-Jumps
& Throws
9am

19

ICAS Maths

20

Junior Assembly
Rms 6 & 9
Interschool
Athletics

Early close every
Tuesday at
2.30pm
School Security
1800 177777
9264 4771
9264 4632

BOOK WEEK PARADE

From the Principal
Book Week Parade
This week, we celebrated Book Week with
two fantastic Book Week parades. Children
from each class selected a favourite poem
or character from a poem as their dress up,
as this year we have had a focus on poetry.
We saw a range of wonderful costumes and
characters from Dr Seuss, Nursery Rhymes,
Australiana, old and new poems and many
self-written poems. Congratulations to all the
children for their creative and colourful
costuming and many thanks to all the
families who assisted them. Poetry recitals
were also conducted throughout the term
with the year level winners presenting their
recital at the parade. Congratulations to all
the students for their outstanding effort.
Additionally, a second hand book sale took
place each day providing a wonderful
opportunity for the children to buy some
great books for home. We need to
encourage our children to develop a real
love of reading books and to ensure that it is
an everyday event. Many thanks to Mrs
McIlwraith and the Literacy Committee in
coordinating all the Book Week events this
year.

Values
Educators around the world increasingly
emphasise the importance of values
education in schooling today. It is essential
that there is a strong focus in schools on
values and the partnerships between
schools and their communities to promote
positive social values and citizenship. Within
our school, we have a wonderful Values
programme to help guide children with their

behaviour, decision making, their conduct
and distinguishing between right and wrong.
In teaching children about values, we are
not only teaching children about good
behaviours, we are demonstrating the
importance that we place on developing
values for life. Each week, children focus on
a specific aspect of our Values Programme
and children are nominated for an award at
assembly. Our School Chaplain, Mrs
Daphne Bennett, assists us with this
programme throughout the school.

Professional Learning
Teachers and Administrators of Wattle
Grove attend a considerable amount of
professional learning throughout the year to
advance our professional knowledge.
However, many staff are also constantly
being requested to present professional
learning to many external audiences across
the education system. In the past few
weeks, the following staff have made
presentations to a range of educational
audiences
beyond
our
school–Mrs
McIlwraith has presented our school
strategies for using Literacy Pro; Mrs Peake
has presented the implementation of
PRIME Mathematics; Mrs Court has
presented Reading Blocks and Prior
Knowledge in Learning; Mr Sanderson has
presented STEM and also Prior Knowledge
in Learning; Mr Petch has presented Writing
and I have presented Whole School Explicit
Instruction in Literacy Development and
Catering for Academically Able Students.
Additionally, we had 20 teachers from
around the State visit our school last week
to observe explicit instruction in literacy in
our
classrooms.
This
is
an
acknowledgement of the outstanding work
being conducted in this school and the
knowledge of our staff.

National Wattle Day
National Wattle Day is celebrated throughout Australia
on the 1st September each year. In our school, we will
be celebrating National Wattle Day on Monday, 2nd
September. Each year, the children at Wattle Grove
Primary School create a range of activities to learn and
promote this beautiful flower which forms part of their
school logo and the colours of our school uniform.

Why is reading important?
1.
Imagination – You are exposed to so many
wonderful things. You are painting those pictures
of the story in your mind.
2.
Focus and concentration – You are training your
body/mind to slow down, relax and focus on what
you are reading.
3.
Improves your memory – When you read you are
using your memory muscle. By reading regularly it
helps your memory long term.
4.
Communication – Reading helps you build a bond
and open up communication. It is important to be
able to talk with your children and make
connections with them over a book.
5.
Entertainment – Reading is the best form of
entertainment you can get. Love your library and
any bookseller. These books can open up the
world you might never have imagined.

Wattle Greeting Cards made by the children will also be
distributed to families in our school and the surrounding
streets. Some children will be giving sprays of wattle to
parents as they arrive at school on the day. Children
have also written Wattle Day poems and have learnt the
Wattle Day Song. This is a special day and provides
everyone with the opportunity to demonstrate our
collective pride in all things Australian. It is a celebration
of our National Floral Emblem, the golden wattle, and
the preservation of our natural environment. Wattle
welcomes in the spring and is among the first plants to Deputy Principal
regenerate after fire. It has great diversity (with more
than 1000 species) and resilience like our people. Merit Certificates

Helen McIlwraith

We hope you enjoy your Wattle Day!

- Junior

Congratulations to these students who were presented
Best wishes to all of our amazing Dads for Father’s Day with Merit Certificates at the Assembly:
on Sunday.
Kindy Room 1 Zarah, Alfie, Angela,
Kindy Room 2 Abbie, Zuha, Hadiya
Kindy Room 4 Abel, Shanaya, Theodore, Emily
PP Room 2 Riley
Principal
PP Room 3 Tayjas, Indiana, Penelope
PP Room 5 Aaryan, Chalton, Olivia
PP Room 6 Max, Shivang, Mahilet,
PP Room 9 Ruby, Jaxson
PP / Year 1 Room 7 Kayden, Alessandra, Roma
CBCA Book Week 2019
Year 1 Room 10 Abeera, Jett, Faith
Year 1 Room 21 Ruby, Ayman, Aisha,
Year 1 Room 24 Teagan, Farrah, Jude
Year 1/2 Room 30 Jai, Ataya, Skyla
Year 2 Room 13 Lorenzo, Erin
Year 2 Room 15 Cooper, Masih
Year 1/2/3 Room 23 Zinaat
Year 2 Room 28 Suha, Jaymie, Eddie,
Sports Award Stella, Milla, Room 21
Science Award Thomas
LOTE Award Room 23
Visual
Arts Award Room 24 Year 1
Each year across Australia, the CBCA brings children
Music
Award
Room 30 Year 1/2
and books together celebrating CBCA Book Week.
Values
Award
Excellence Shayan, Nikki
During this time schools, libraries, booksellers, authors,

Julie Roberts

Deputy Principal Corner

illustrators and children celebrate Australian children's
literature. Book Week encourages children to enjoy new
authors and books. Wattle Grove has been celebrating
this event with many book activities within classrooms, a
daily book sale, poetry recitals and a spectacular Book
Parade. I would like to thank all the parents for your
support with reading at home and preparation of
costumes.

School Contributions
Financial support provided by parents has always
played an important role in the provision of resources
and the school’s capacity to add value to children’s
learning experiences. For example, parent voluntary
contributions assist schools to provide resources for all
classes and can include items such as reading books,
puzzles and blocks for the littles ones, maths
equipment, paint and craft supplies, dictionaries,
atlases, iPads, maths and sports equipment.
Each year the School Board sets the contribution
amount and for 2019 the schedule is:
1 child
2 children
3 + children

$60.00
$100.00
$135.00

Voluntary Contributions can be paid at the front office
with cash, EFTPOS or through the QKR App.
Thank you to the many parents who have already paid
their school contributions this year. It makes a
significant difference and is greatly appreciated.

Make Payments on the QKR App
Have you downloaded the QKR payment app? This is a
safe, electronic way to makes payments for your child’s
Voluntary Contributions, incursions and excursions.

P&C
School Banking
School Banking is held on Thursdays from 8.20am to
8.40am in the undercover (assembly) area.
Canteen
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
Dogs on School Grounds
OR In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money
Parents are kindly reminded that all dogs must be on a and your order in the Lunch basket.
leash at all times in a public place (‘Dog Act 1976 –
Section 31’). The school oval is a public space that Uniform Shop Opening Hours
families often use after school hours. It is preferred that Uniform Shop is open at the following times:
dogs are not walked on the school oval, due to dog • Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9am
waste. Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.
• Friday afternoon 2.45pm to 3.15pm

Declan
Hi, I am Declan and I am in Room 11. I have been at this school for eight years. My father
came from New Zealand, and my mother is from Scotland. I have a sister named Alyssa.
One of my hobbies is gaming. I am a friendly person. I have two really good friends, called
Sava and Dean.
Some of the things I like about Wattle Grove Primary School are the chances to do different
sports. My favourite sport is dodge ball. I like the way the teachers and other staff help me
out and sometimes set me challenges.
As a Student Representative I want to be a role-model to all the younger students. I always
do the right thing, and if I see anyone being naughty I tell them the right thing to do. Being a
leader isn’t easy, I have to start making decisions, and start acting like a leader, and that’s
hard work. I would like to help develop a fundraiser for another big tree in the school
grounds. I am a good ambassador for the school and I want to provide a strong voice for the
students concerns.

Noah
Hi, my name is Noah and I am in Year 6, Room 11. I have attended Wattle Grove for a
fantastic eight years. My family originally came from Italy but my brothers and I were born in
Australia. I have two older brothers. My hobbies are fishing, crabbing and boating. The two
biggest fish I have ever caught is a 47cm Flathead and a 45cm Black Bream that weighed
1.6 kg and took 15 minutes to reel in.
What I like about Wattle Grove Primary School is that they have really nice, enthusiastic and
friendly students and staff. Everyone is always happy to come to our delightful school. One
of my favourite things to do here is to go to the interschool carnivals and our faction carnivals
as I love sport. Of course the best faction is Red, which is my faction.
The things I would like to achieve as a Student Representative are to serve as a positive
ambassador for the school and to show the ways for other students to behave in my year or
below. I would also like to organise fun activities and games for our school.

Sava
Hi, my name is Sava and I’m in Mrs Lowther’s class in Room 11. I’m 11 years old and I
have two brothers, Aaron (he’s 18 years old) and my twin brother Daniel. I have been a
student at Wattle Grove Primary School for eight years (which is since Kindy). I love playing
PlayStation 4. My favourite game to play is Spider-man.
The things I like about Wattle Grove Primary School are we get to use computers. We also
have lots of fundraisers like Australia Day dress up and Book Week and for both of these
fundraisers we have to bring a gold coin donation if we dress up. We also get to do a lot of
fun events such as the sport carnivals, fun runs and excursions.
When I’m a Student Representative I hope to organise a fundraiser to upgrade the Year 4, 5
and 6 Playground. I think it needs to be bigger so there is more room for everyone and they
are not bumping into each other. I would also like to raise money for some new and better
sports equipment. Being a Student Representative is a chance for me to build on my
leadership skills.

Travis
My name is Travis, I’m 12 years old. I was born in Broome, Western Australia. My hobbies
are football, video games and I enjoy helping around the house. I have a baby brother who I
like to play cars with. My football team in Broome was Saints and in 2017 I was awarded
best and fairest. At my last school I was awarded the schools sport award for the year.
The things that I like about Wattle Grove Primary School are;
How kind the people are because they always offer me help
I like joining in with activities in class, especially the maths games
I loved going to the Summer and Winter carnivals
My goal as Student Representative is to be a role-model for all Wattle Grove students.I
would like to help the smaller students, help out with sports be involved with fundraising. I
really like that I get to be a leader at the school and will be kind, responsible and respectful
when working with the other leaders.

Prithul
My name is Prithul. I am 11 years old and I have lived in Wattle Grove for over nine years. I
have attended Wattle Grove Primary School for over eight years and I am in Room 17 this
year. My parents came from Bangladesh, but I was born in Australia. I am an active
participant in a community of Bangladeshi people called BAWAA (Bangladeshi and Western
Australian Association). I have two pet birds, but no other siblings. I like to draw, study math
and play video games with my friends.
The things I like about WGPS are:
•
The high standards for work
•
The welcoming and helpful staff
•
The friendly students
•
Challenging schoolwork
•
Fun event days
•
The school community is kind and engaging
•
Exciting interschool programs and sporting events
When I become a Student Representative I will be able to develop my leadership skills, serve as a positive role
model to younger students, develop my public speaking and self-management skills. I hope to provide a voice for
the students and to help students with playground problems by being there to talk them through it. I look forward to
organizing fun events for the whole school and to pitch intriguing ideas during student representative meetings.

Tara
Hello my name is Tara; I am in Room 17 and my teacher is Miss Balogh. I have been
attending Wattle Grove Primary School for six years and it has been amazing. My dad
originated from Iran and my mum is from Australia. My sister and I were born in Australia. My
sister’s name is Tyam and she in Year 4. I enjoy gymnastics because it is fun. I think Wattle
Grove Primary School is the best school with the best teachers and principal.
My standards are high for myself. I am friendly and responsible. I always help staff and
anyone in need. I get along with everyone and I want everyone to be friends. I have and I will
take on challenges and make sure I always give every task a million percent. I have enjoyed
participating in all the fundraisers and I look forward to being a part of planning one. The
Wattle Grove Community is strong because of the generosity of everyone and the P and C.

CROSS COUNTRY
Last Monday we held our Cross Country event for all children in years 1 – 6. All competitors ran
well in the beautiful sunshine. Our Junior students ran 800m, the Intermediates ran 1200m and the
Senior students ran 1600m. The results were as follows:
Junior Boys: 1st place Ethan Alcock, 2nd place Jye Matthews, 3rd place Ronan Kelly and 4th place
Eddie Birchill.
Junior Girls: 1st place Ataya Bell, 2nd place Ella O’Keefe, 3rd place Milla Rainoldi and 4th place
Peyton Metapo.
Intermediate Boys: 1st place Ayden O’Keefe, 2nd place Daniel Holt, 3rd place Kyan Thomas and 4th
place Tariq Hussaini.
Intermediate Girls: 1st place Paige Myles, 2nd place Sarah Turnour, 3rd place Neve Tallis and 4th
place Charlotte Matthews.
Senior Boys: 1st place James Cameron, 2nd place Travis Puertollano, 3rd place Mitchell Alcock and
4th place Kyle Jyen Ng.
Senior Girls: 1st place Ruby Henshall , 2nd place Makayla Jeffery, 3rd place Steffani Blackman and
4th place Jorja Brightwell.

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL
Wednesday, 4th September
Distance Races, Jumps and Throws
(Commences at 9.00am)

Friday, 6th September
Track Events
(Commences at 9.00am)

Next Wednesday we begin our Athletics Carnival with our long distance running, jumps and throws.
Students have been trialling for these events during their weekly Physical Education lessons. Lists
will be published with successful competitors this week and next week when the trials are complete.
Our K/PP tabloid carnival will also take place on Wednesday afternoon where all children in Kindy
and Pre-Primary will take part in a range of fun and exciting games. Friday will be our whole school
Faction carnival that will take place across the day. Students will compete in running races, team
games and championship events. We would love to see lots of families come down and help cheer
on their children.
Carrie Oliver, Physical Education Specialist

VISUAL
ART
CLASSES
With Miss Randall

Woven Wattle for King’s Park Spring Festival
Many of the Miss Randall’s Visual Art classes have
contributed to a gorgeous woven wildflower titled,
‘Flowering Wattle’.
Year 6 classes finger knitted the wool for weaving
Year 4 and 5 classes created pom poms and leaves
to represent the blossoming flowers
Year 1-3 classes helped to thread and weave them
together
The Woven wattle will be displayed along with
hundreds of other woven wildflowers at this year
Spring Festival at King’s Park starting 1st September.
Families are encouraged to enjoy some time in King’s
Park to view our woven wattle as well as the
numerous colourful creations in what is hoped to be
the largest art installation the festival has had.

Poetry Recital Winners
Year 1 - Urshia Rahman room 7 and William
Highman room 30
Year 2 - Ataya Bell room 30
Year 3 - Anna Ann Joby room 13
Year 4 - Neila Williams room 18
Year 5 - Emilio Matanguihan room 22
Year 6 - Koulah Samura room 11

KINDY BOOK WEEK AND
FATHERS DAY

ROOM 22 SCIENCE
TALENT SEARCH PROJECTS

You can now enrol your children in VacSwim swimming
lessons for the October school holidays.
With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the Western
Australian lifestyle, it’s important your children are safe
in the water.
Programs are available for children from five to 17 years and
cater to all skill levels – from beginners to those doing their
Bronze Medallion. They are being offered at pool venues
across the State.
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at
education.wa.edu.au/swimming

