25th February 2021 The Official Newsletter of Wattle Grove Primary School

Term 1, Issue 2

February
12
26

Aussie Day
Dress Up—Gold
Coin Donation
Junior Assembly
Rooms 14 & 15

March
1

Public Holiday
Labour Day

26

Harmony Day

Early close every
Tuesday at 2.30pm
School Security
1800 177777
9264 4771
9264 4632

From the Principal

Wattle Grove Acknowledgements

Parent Information Evening

There are many programs, events, learning
experiences and activities which occur in and
around our school each and every day. All of
which are carried out by people – children,
staff, and parents. We are all very proud of
our school but, as is often the case in this
fast pace of life, we can tend to overlook
acknowledging the wonderful things that
make our school the special place that it is.
Therefore, we would like to provide everyone
with a means and an opportunity by which a
little written acknowledgement can be made
about something or someone in the school
which you find positive – whether small or
large – it’s your acknowledgement. The
Acknowledgement Slips can be placed in a
designated box outside the Admin. They will
then be collated and passed on to the
relevant person. Acknowledgement slips will
be sent home with the children this week or
you can collect extra copies from the Admin.
or the class teachers.

Our Parent Information Evening held on
Tuesday evening, was very well attended by
so many parents wishing to learn all about
their children’s learning program for this
year. Teachers presented their expectations
and the various classroom procedures and
strategies they intend to implement over the
coming months with a focus on literacy,
numeracy and science. It was pleasing to
see the great rapport and open
communication between the parents and
staff in supporting the children of our school.
Many thanks to all parents across the school
who attended the meetings as it is your
understanding of each teacher’s program
that will undoubtedly benefit your children in
their learning progress and achievement. If
you have any further questions of your
child’s teacher, please don’t hesitate to
make an appointment with them.
Term 1 Student Representatives

T: 9237 6600

It was wonderful to be able to announce and
present our new Student Representatives
for Term 1 with their badges last week.
Congratulations to them all. Many of our
Year 6 children have presented their
Student Representative speeches and are to
be
commended
for
their
excellent
presentations. The Student Representatives
have now begun conducting their new roles
and are doing so most effectively. We look
forward to their contribution to the overall
student leadership of the school.

Staffing

The following open ended questions can be asked:

Why do you think…?

How do you know…?

Why do you think this happened?

What will happen next?

How did this happen?

What does it remind you of?

I wonder why…

In our first Newsletter, we welcomed a number of new
staff members to the school for 2021. However, this
term, we are also saying farewell to three staff
members who have been part of our school for many
years. Mrs Grainger and Mr Meachem, our Deputy
Principals, and Mrs Murray, an Education Assistant
have all decided to retire and to pursue a life of leisure!
Mrs Grainger has been the Deputy Principal of our
school since 2006 and has played a key role in the Even children who are strong readers don’t know
leadership of the school and the whole school instinctively that good readers ask questions as they
development of literacy. Mr Meachem has also read. Teaching questioning techniques can make strong
provided great direction in his role as Deputy Principal, readers even more advanced. When your child asks
particularly in overseeing the ICT development of the
school since 2011. Additionally, Mrs Murray has been questions as they read, they are not only interacting with
a valued staff member at our school since 2011 the text to make meaning of it, but they are also
providing outstanding support to the children and monitoring their own comprehension of what they are
teachers in the classroom.
reading.
It is always sad when we lose such long term and
committed staff members. If parents or children would
like to write a little acknowledgement to any of these
staff members, I would be more than happy to pass
them on. They could be placed in the Deputy Principal
Acknowledgement Box outside the Administration
Block.

Helen McIlwraith

Julie Roberts

Student Representatives 2021

Principal

Deputy Principal Corner
Reading and Questioning
When reading with your child at home it is important
that you are asking as many questions as possible, to
ensure they are making sense of the text. Open ended
questions are the best types of questions as they
cannot be responded to with one word answers such
as yes or no. These types of questions enable your
child to provide a more detailed response and encourages them to stimulate their thinking and develop their
language skills. Open ended questions will help
support all children to focus and make meaning of the
text, enabling them to see various
possibilities. Engaging in conversation and asking
your child open ended questions, shows that you are
interested about what they are reading. Open ended
questions will encourage your child to:

develop their language by using different words
and a wider range of vocabulary to answer the
question

provide more information and details

express their thoughts, ideas and opinions

be creative

develop positive relationships by engaging in
meaningful conversations

P&C
Canteen
Open on Wednesday & Thursday from 17th February
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and complete your order before 8.15am;
OR In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money and
your order in the Lunch basket.
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is open at the following times:
 Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9am
 Friday afternoon 2.45pm to 3.15pm

Ahmad
My name is Tariq and I have been at Wattle Grove Primary School for six and a half
years. I was born in Afghanistan, so were my parents, I have two sisters and one
brother but I am the youngest person in my family so that makes it great! I am a very
sporty person. I play soccer at my soccer club twice a week. It’s lots of fun.
There are many things that I like about this wonderful school. My favourite things are:
the enormous school size, that means I have lots of places to go at the school to play;
and the technology we have at this school, having a lot of technology that makes it a lot
better in my opinion. I really enjoy the lessons our teachers give us because they are
very fun and you can learn a lot of new things. I will always try my best as a Student
Representative. I cannot wait to help a lot of people in this school.

Benjamin
Hi, my name is Benjamin and I am in Room 17. I have an older brother and a younger
brother. My family comes from Kerla in India. I have lived in Wattle Grove for basically
all my life. I like playing video games and badminton. This year is my 6 th year at Wattle
Grove Primary School. I enjoy the activities we do in class and how the teachers help
us when we need help.
While I am Student Representative, I want to improve and help the school as much as I
can. I want to raise money for people who need medical treatment for any disease or
anything that they need medical attention towards, as some people can’t afford the
medicine they need. I would also want to help organise games for the younger students
so they don’t get bored during recess and lunch. The school gives us a lot of
opportunities to help other students and I cannot wait to be a part of it as a Student
Representative.

Eisha
Hi, my name is Eisha and this is my 8th year at Wattle Grove Primary School. I am ten
years old and I am in Room 17. I have a younger brother who is in Year 2. My parents
are from Kerala, India. After school, I play badminton and also participate in classical
dancing.
What I like about WGPS is that all the teachers here always make learning fun. I also
like it here because all my friends and classmates are really kind and friendly. In this
school, we have all the opportunities that not many other schools have, we are so
lucky. I love it here at Wattle Grove Primary School, it’s just like my second home.
As a Student Representative I will assist around the school if anybody is hurt or needs
help. I will always put a smile on anybody’s face. I am a proud student at Wattle Grove
Primary School and I am certain I will be a great role-model to younger students.

ROAD

SAFETY

Keeping your kids safe in the car!

Did you know that every child under 7 years must be seated in a child car restraint or booster seat when travelling in a motor vehicle in Western Australia?
∗ Children from birth to under 6 months must be seated in a properly fastened and adjusted, rear facing approved child restraint.
∗ Children from 6 months to under 4 years must be seated in a properly fastened and adjusted, rear facing or
forward-facing approved child restraint with an in-built harness.
∗ Children from 4 years to under 7 years must be seated in a properly fastened and adjusted, forward facing
approved child restraint with an in -built harness or an approved booster seat with a lap-sash seatbelt.
∗ Children 7 years and over must be restrained in an adult seatbelt or booster seat. Where are children allowed to sit?
∗ If a car has two or more rows of seats, children under 4 years must not travel in the front seat.
∗ If all of the rear seats are being used by children under 7 years, children aged 4 years to under 7 years may
travel in the front seat, provided they use an approved booster seat. Some important things to talk about with
your child.
∗ Why they have to sit in the correct restraint for their size and always buckle up. ∗ Why they are safer sitting
in the back seat. (The back seat is safer than the front seat in a front impact crash, which is the most common
type of crash.)
Adapted from the Challenges and Choices Parent Information Sheets
Carrie Oliver
Year 4 and Physical Education Teacher

CHAPLAIN
MUSIC
Students at Wattle Grove
Primary School are fortunate to have a
diverse Music program. Each week all
classes from Year 1 to 6 participate in
Music lessons, where they develop their
musicianship and knowledge of music
theory. In addition, the school offers
extension programs such as Choirs for
students in Year 3 to 6 and guitar lessons for
select students in Year 5 and 6.
The Choirs prepare for various performances
throughout the year, including ANZAC Day,
2021 Massed Choir Festival, Children Sing
Festival, graduation, lunchtime concerts and
assembly performances.

Hello Parents and Care Givers,
The value that the whole school is working on for this term is Respect.
Respect
Respect is an attitude of caring about people and treating them with
dignity. Respect is valuing ourselves and others. We show respect by
speaking and acting with courtesy.
When we are respectful we treat others as we want to be treated.
Respect includes honouring the rules of the family or school, which
make life orderly and peaceful. It is knowing that every man, woman
and child deserves respect, including you.
You are practising Respect when you…
Treat others as you want to be treated
Speak nicely to everyone
Take special care of others belongings
Are receptive to the wisdom of elders
Honour the rules of your family, school and the nation
Expect respect for your body and your rights
Affirmation
I am respectful. I treat others and myself as we deserve to be treated.
I show courtesy to everyone. I learn from the wisdom of my elders.

2021 TERM DATES
SEMESTER 1

STUDENTS

Term 1

Monday 8rd February - Wednesday 30th March

Break

Friday 2nd April - Sunday 18th April

Term 2

Monday 19 April - Friday 2nd July

Break

Saturday 3rd July - Sunday 18th July

SEMESTER 2

STUDENTS

Term 3

Tuesday 20th July - Friday 24th September

Break

Saturday 25th September - Sunday 10th October

Term 4

Monday 11th October - Thursday 16th December

SCHOOL DAY TIMES
The school day begins at 8.45am. All children must be in their classrooms and ready to
start lessons by this time. If children are late to school, they miss the roll call, morning
routines and other activities that set the context for the day.
As the school is not officially open until 8.45am, children should NOT be in school
grounds before 8.30am. Children/parents who do arrive prior to 8.30am will need
to wait in the Undercover Area until the siren is sounded to ensure duty of care.
8.45am
10.30am – 10.50am
12.30pm – 1.10pm
3.05pm

School commences
Recess
Lunch
School day ends (Tuesday 2.30pm)

School Gates are opened at 8.20am and again at 3.00pm. School Gates are locked at
8.45am and again 3.20pm for security reasons.

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
Monday 1st March Labour Day
Monday 26th April Anzac Day
Monday 7th June WA Day
School Development Days 2021 (students do not attend on these days).
Term 1 - Thursday 1st April
Term 3 - Monday 19th July
Term 4 - Friday 3rd December (amended date)
Friday 17th December

A representative from
Lesmurdie Senior High
School will be speaking to our
Year 6 students during
Week 4 about the
LEAP Program.
Parking
As you will have noticed, there is limited parent
parking available around the school. It is important
that all parents consider alternative means for
children coming to and going from school. Children
enjoy walking and riding to school or perhaps
parents could park in a side street a few blocks
away and walk the remaining distance. This is
great exercise for everyone.
Parents travelling by car, can also assist by
parking for only a few minutes whilst the children
alight and then move off to enable other parents to
park. In the afternoon, parents using cars could
also adjust their arrival time by a few minutes
allowing cars to vacate the existing parking bays.

UPDATING STUDENT DETAILS IN QKR APP









New Users

Download the QKR App
Open Ap
Sign up, allow QKR to use your location
Fill in required fields
Select Wattle Grove Primary
School
Add Profile
Fill in required details
SAVE








Exisiting Users

Open App
Select Wattle Grove Primary
School
Click on the ’Profiles’ tab
Click on your child’s name
Change Year and Form (classroom
number)
Update Profile—you will need your
app password to finalise the update.

