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As you are aware we are all dealing with the
outbreak of the Corona Virus across the
world. As a school, we are ensuring that all
children are being explicitly taught about
personal hygiene in relation to hand
washing, coughing and sneezing, avoiding
touching their mouth, nose and eyes and
using tissues.
The following points for personal hygiene
are detailed below and I would encourage all
parents to remind their children of these
when at home and out in public.
How can I protect myself and others
against COVID-19?









Frequently washing your hands for at
least 20 seconds with soap and water,
or using an alcohol-based hand gel
Refraining from touching mouth and
nose
If coughing or sneezing, covering your
nose and mouth with a paper tissue or
flexed elbow.
Dispose of the tissue immediately
after use and perform hand hygiene
and
Avoiding close contact with anyone if
you, or they, have a cold or flu-like
symptoms (maintain a distance of at
least 1 metre).

The latest information we have received
from the Health Department is attached for
your information.

Principal’s Volunteer Reading
Program
With the ever increasing focus on technical
devices in recent years, it has been found
that children are spending far less time
reading books. Reading is an essential
element of the primary school curriculum
and it is critical for all children to be
competent readers. Reading provides
children with the ability to access
information and to be entertained through
stories. The more children read, the better
their reading will become.
To assist with providing more opportunities
for our children to read at school, a special
Principal’s Volunteer Reading Program has
been running for the past four years. With
the wonderful support of our volunteer
parents and grandparents across the
school, this program has proven to be most
successful.
Therefore, I am seeking the assistance of
as many parents/grandparents as possible,
once again this year to listen to children
read at school between 8.30-9.00am and /
or 2.30-3.00pm each day (Tuesday 2.002.30pm). Information will be sent out next
week seeking parent support and I would
love to see as many parents as possible
volunteer, even if it is only once a week.
Kindergarten and Pre-Primary parents are
also encouraged to volunteer in this
program. You will enjoy the experience and
know that you will be making a difference to
our children’s reading.

P & C Annual General Meeting
The P&C AGM was held last week and, once again,
thank you to the parents and staff who gave up their
time to attend and to those who volunteered to take up
a position for this year. Congratulations to our new
P&C Office Bearers for 2020:





President – Rhia Bradtke
Vice President – Kirsten Williams
Secretary- Simone Taylor
Treasurer – Geoff Tucknott

The P&C is now looking forward to another successful
fundraising year. Whilst it’s encouraging to have a
wonderful group of parents who continue to volunteer
and assist year after year, they would like to
encourage more parents in our community to also
participate and become involved in helping your child’s
school.
The next P&C Meeting will
Wednesday, 1 April 2020 at 6pm.

be

conducted
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Harmony Day
Harmony Day is celebrated around Australia on 21
March each year. Harmony Day is a day of cultural
respect for everyone who calls Australia home – from
the traditional owners of this land to those who have
come from many countries around the world. By
participating in Harmony Day activities, we can learn
and understand how all Australians from diverse
backgrounds equally belong to this nation and enrich
it. It's a day where all Australians celebrate our cultural
diversity. We will be celebrating Harmony Day on
Friday 27 March with 2 special Parades of the
Nations in the Undercover Area Year 3 - 6 at
8.50am and Kindergarten - Year 2 at 9.45am.
Please see the information sent home from each
class. We would like to see all children dressed in a
national dress costume. Parents are also welcome to
dress in their national dress and attend the Parade.
The continuing message for Harmony Day in 2020 is
that Everyone Belongs, which means all Australians
are a welcome part of our country, regardless of their
background. It's also about community participation,
inclusiveness and respect – celebrating the different
cultures that make Australia a great place to live.

School Board Awards - Term 1
Each term, the School Board presents an Award of
Commendation to acknowledge the wonderful
achievements and service of individual staff members
and volunteer parents and/or community members
working within our school. This is a wonderful initiative
and recognises people in and around our school who
help make Wattle Grove Primary a wonderful school.

Parents have the opportunity to submit a nomination for
this Award. There are 4 major areas:
Demonstrating Excellence in Teaching and
Learning (Staff Award)

Making a significant difference to individual
student/s (Staff Award)

Outstanding service to the school community
(Parent/Community Award)

Outstanding commitment to volunteering in the
school (Parent/Community Award)
Nominations are sought from all parents and staff for
this term, with the School Board selecting two award
winners who will be presented with their Award at the
first assembly in Term 2. Information will be sent to all
families this week and will close on Wednesday 25th
March 2020.

Julie Roberts
Principal

Deputy Principal Corner
Why Reading at home is important?
Reading at home is a very important part of a child’s
development. It creates a connection between the home
and school and allows students the opportunity to
practise new reading skills such as fluency and comprehension. Studies show that reading for pleasure makes
a big difference to children’s educational performance.
Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment
every day not only perform better in reading tests than
those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary,
increased general knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. Parents are the most important
educators in a child’s life – even more important than
their teachers – and it’s never too early to start reading
together. Even before they're born, babies learn to
recognise their parents' voices. Reading to your baby
from birth, even for just a few minutes a day, gives them
the comfort of hearing your voice and increases their
exposure to language. Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as working out what’s
printed on the page. Through hearing stories, children
are exposed to a wide range of words. This helps them
build their own vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen, which is vital as they start to
read. It’s important for them to understand how stories
work too. Even if your child doesn’t understand every
word, they’ll hear new sounds, words and phrases which
they can then try out, copying what they have heard. As
children start to learn to read at school, you can play an
important role in helping to keep them interested in
books. Find out what interests them, help them to find
books that will be engaging and fun, and spend time
reading the books they bring home from school together.

Helen McIlwraith

Merit Certificates - Senior
Congratulations to these students who were presented
with Merit Certificates at the Assembly:
Year 2/3 Rm 14 Drasika, Jacob, Indiannah
Year 3 Rm 15 Ataya, Zoe
Year 3 Rm 23 Cooper, Jaedyn, Laura,
Year 3/4 Rm 25 Ty, Karish, Liam
Year 4 Rm 13 Joshua, Liam, Willow, Patrick
Year 4 Room 26 Isabella, Laylah, Kris, Srihari
Year 4 Room 29 Rithighasree, Kayla,Tanadon, Asha
Year 4/5 Room 8 Elija, Aaliyah, Nadia, Isha
Year 5 Room 12 Sienna, Alisina, Aaliyah, Isil
Year 5 Rm 18 Oliver, Yusuf, Lucy, Alby
Year 5 Rm 27 Charlotte, Jessica, Talayla, Shianne
Year 4/5/6 Rm 22 Joella, Georgia, Tejas, Aliston
Year 6 Room 11 Ava, Nathan, Osman, Natalina
Year 6 Room 17 Ethan, Chinmayi, Samantha
Year 6 Room 31 Cohen, Thomas, Paige, Tegan
Sports Award Room 8, Room 29, Leo
LOTE Award Room 17
Senior Assembly Room 22 & Room 31
Music Award Room 29
Values Award Patience Natalia, Mandy
On Friday March 6, Rooms 31 and 22 held our Senior
Science Award Paige, Alexander
Assembly. We had a poetry focus for our assembly. We
Art Room Room 25
recited ‘My Dad, Your Dad’ by Kit Wright and ‘Sick’by
Shel Silverstein. We would like to thank the students for
learning the two poems in a short amount of time. Thank
you to the parents for their hard work on the costumes. It
was also wonderful to hear Mr Petch’s students recite
their amazing bushfire poetry.

Resilient Skills you can help teach at home
Using positive thinking, learning how to make friends,
controlling feelings and making decisions, are some of
the skills that will help your child become more resilient.
Talk about each skill with your child and find
opportunities to practise each one.
Positive thinking
Find the good things in yourself.

Find the good things in other people.

Find the good or funny bits in the ‘not so good’
things that happen to you.
Making friends –

Smile

Say hello

Talk a little bit

Ask questions

Listen
Being the boss of ‘out of control’ feelings like fear and
anger
Take a deep breath.

Count to 5 slowly.

Think happy thoughts.

Talk to an adult about how you feel

School Board Update
A School Board Meeting was held on Thursday, 5
March, with the following agenda items being
discussed :

Review of School Target Analysis 2019 for
Excellence in Learning and Safe & Supportive
Environment

Review of School Mobile Policy

Review of School Banking

Dumping of Rubbish
It has been noticed that garden rubbish (e.g. lawn
clippings, sand) has been dumped in the school
gardens on the corner of St John Road and Tomah
Road. Residents are asked to please refrain from doing
so. Thank you.

Payment App
Have you downloaded the QKR payment app? This is a
safe, electronic way to make payments for your child’s
Voluntary Contributions, Prime Maths book, Year 6
Leavers Shirts, incursions and excursions.

Don’t be a blind mouse - think for yourself –

Don’t let someone else tell you what to do or
think.

Stand up for what you know is right or fair.
Adapted from the Challenges and Choices Family Fact Sheets

Carrie Oliver
Physical Education Specialist and Health & Wellbeing
Coordinator.

School Contributions
Financial support provided by parents has always
played an important role in the provision of resources
and the school’s capacity to add value to children’s
learning experiences. For example, parent voluntary
contributions assist schools to provide resources for all
classes and can include items such as reading books,
puzzles and blocks for the littles ones, maths
equipment, paint and craft supplies, dictionaries,
atlases, iPad, maths and sports equipment. Each year
the School Board sets the contribution amount and for
2020 the schedule is:
1 child
$60.00
2 children
$100.00
3 + children
$135.00
Thank you to the many parents who have already paid
their school contributions this year. It makes a
significant difference and is greatly appreciated.
Payment can be made by cash or EFTPOS/Credit Card
at the School Office or on the QKR App.

P&C
Canteen
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
OR In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money
and your order in the Lunch basket.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is open at the following times:
 Thursday morning 8.30am to 9am
 Friday afternoon 2.45pm to 3.15pm
Payment can be made by cash or EFTPOS/Credit Card.

Nathan
Hello, my name is Nathan, I am in Room 11 with Mrs Lowther. I have been at this wonderful
school since last year and the experience at this school has been amazing. I have two
brothers, one older and one younger brother. Their names are Zechariah and the other is
Jacob. My favourite sport is soccer and I like playing volleyball.
There are many things I like about the school but the top three will have to be: that the staff
are very friendly and that they have helped me a lot, over the past two years. The fabulous
events, such as the faction carnival, which is very challenging. Everyone puts 120% into the
carnival and demonstrates good sportsmanship. I really like that the students help each other
out both in the classroom and playground.
As a Student Representative, I want to help all the staff in their duties and would gratefully
give up my time to help them out. I would also like to achieve better at public speaking
because when I talk I always sway and I would like to stop that and not get nervous when
talking in front of an audience.

Steve
My name is Steve and I am in Room 11 with Mrs Lowther. I have been at Wattle Grove
Primary School since Year One. My family and I originally came from India and we settled
here in 2012. I have two siblings, a brother and a sister. I mostly like to play soccer and
cricket to improve my skills. I used to be a member of a soccer club because I am good at it.
What I love about Wattle Grove Primary School is that it is a very organised and safe school.
The children are amazing and always do the right thing because that is the Wattle Grove
Way. The teachers also teach very well and always help get us prepared for all the tests. I
love that this school has lots of fun things like the Faction Carnival, dress up days and more.
What I hope to achieve as a Student Representative is to become a better public speaker
and to become an amazing role-model to younger students. I will show younger students all
the school rules, especially the Year One students. I really want to make this school a much
better school.

Liam
Ciao, my name is Liam and I am in Room 17 with Miss Balogh. I have attended Wattle Grove
Primary School for three years now. My dad is from England and my mum is from New
Zealand. I have three brothers, one younger than me and two are older than me. I currently
play basketball with a team called The Jordan’s, we have entered the Grand Final many
times but have we have only won once.
What I like about Wattle Grove Primary School is:

The high standards for work

The welcoming and helpful staff

The friendly students

The challenging school work

The wonderful school community because it is kind and caring
When I become a Student Representative. I will be able to develop my leadership skills and
serve as a positive role model to the younger children. I will also be able to serve as a promising ambassador at
school functions and when greeting guests at our school.

Mia
Hi, my name is Mia and I have been in Wattle Grove Primary School for 7 years, nearly 8
years now. I am in Room 17 and I am very excited to become a Student Representative. My
dad is from Belgium and my mum is from Australia. My dad moved to Australia when he was
13 years old. I was born in Perth, Australia. I have an older brother named, Jalen. I like to
play sports and play with friends. I have a cat named Cosha.
The things I like about Wattle Grove Primary School are:

The high standards in work

The friendships I have made

The welcoming and helpful staff
When I become a magnificent Student Representative I want to be able to develop my
leadership skills and discover new things. I hope to give younger children something to learn
and be a good role model for them.

Tegan
I’ve been a proud student of Wattle Grove Primary School for eight years. I was born in
Perth, Western Australia and have one younger sister Kayla who is in Year Four. I like to
spend my time playing netball and dancing. I play for Phoenix Netball Club and dance at
Kalamunda Performers.
Wattle Grove is known for its high standards and kind staff. I also love the positive
atmosphere and how the children work and play co-operatively. These are some of the many
reasons why I love Wattle Grove Primary.
As a Student Representative, I would like to serve as a positive example for the younger
students. I am prepared to be there for younger students. If they want someone to talk to, I
am happy to lend an ear. I am even happy to help them tie their shoelaces if they need it. I
would also like to help with fundraising events.

Mr Taylor Sculpts ‘Forest + Sea Hidden Symmetry’

FAMILY MATHS CHALLENGE
Make sure you enter the Family Maths Challenge in each newsletter for your chance
to win a prize. Each problem is designed to be completed as a family. Please record
how you solved the challenge on a piece of paper and then bring it into school (with
your name, class and room number clearly written) and place it in the Maths
Box in the front office. A prize will be awarded to the first family drawn from each box
with the correct answer.

Answers due by 8.45 am on Friday, 20 March 2020.
Junior (K-2) Family Maths Challenge – 1
Sarah has 28 pencils. She shares them between her 4 friends. How many pencils
will each of her friends get? Explain in detail how you found
your answer using words, numbers, and/or pictures.

Senior (Yr 3-6) Family Maths Challenge – 1
On Monday, Amy, Beth, Cindy, and Diana bought a gift for Emma that cost $40.
They shared the cost of the gift equally. On Tuesday, Faith asked to join group.
They agreed to share the cost of the gift five ways, instead of four.
How much must Anita give each of the other four girls?
Explain in detail how you found your answer using words,
numbers, and/or pictures.

Packs of Numero® are
available for purchase at the
front office for $15.00.
We require cash only with the
correct amount please, in an
envelope.

COIN TRAIL CHALLENGE for Bali Kids.
Thank you kindly for your donations towards this fundraiser.
The total amount raised will be announced in the next newsletter.
The proceeds from this fundraiser will go towards Bali Kids in need.

Bottle rockets - room 31
With Mr Sanderson

CRICKET AUSTRALIA

During week 5 and 6 we had Cricket Australia run some clinics in our school. All
classes from year 1 to year 5 participated in the clinics, with some classes lucky
enough to have two sessions. The activities were based around the skills of
cricket, including some fun games to ensure maximum participation. The children
have enjoyed learning about bowling, batting, throwing and catching. We may
even have some future cricket stars in the making.
Carrie Oliver
Physical Education Specialist

