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From the Principal
During these first four weeks of the term, I
have been very pleased with the effort made
by the children to raise the standard of
presentation and neatness of their written
work and to refocus on developing their
literacy and numeracy skills following the
holidays. The children’s ability across the
school to work, both independently and as
part of a team, has also been most
impressive. Our little ones have also begun
their journey of learning how to read, write,
spell and add up. It is a wonderful adventure
for them and they show such enthusiasm for
learning. The teachers are continuously
planning
exciting
and
challenging
programmes to ensure that all children have
the best opportunity to be successful and to
be the best that they can be.

Parent Information Evening
Our Parent Information Evening held last
week, was very well attended by so many
parents wishing to learn all about their
children’s learning program for this year.
Teachers presented their expectations and
the various classroom procedures and
strategies they intend to implement over the
coming months with a focus on literacy,
numeracy and science. It was wonderful to
see the great rapport and open
communication between the parents and
staff in supporting the children of our school.
Many thanks to all parents across the school
who attended the meetings as it is your
understanding of each teacher’s program
that will undoubtedly benefit your children in
their learning progress and achievement. If
you have any further questions of your
child’s teacher, please don’t hesitate to
make an appointment with them.

Pre Primary On Entry Assessment
This week, Pre-Primary teachers have
begun
assessing the children in Preprimary as to the development of their
Literacy and Numeracy skills using the
Department of Education’s On Entry
Assessment. This assessment is conducted
by all schools in Weeks 4-6 of Term 1 each
year to provide detailed data on children’s
development of early literacy and numeracy
skills. Teachers assess children’s skills in
language, reading, writing, counting and
numbers. This information will help teachers
plan lessons and tailor learning for each
child and to extend children who perform
well and support those who may need more
assistance in some learning areas. A
Report will be distributed to parents at the
end of the term.

Wattle Grove Acknowledgements
There are many programs, events, learning
experiences and activities which occur in
and around our school each and every day. All of
which are carried out by people – children, staff, and
parents. We are all very proud of our school but, as is
often the case in this fast pace of life, we can tend to
overlook acknowledging the wonderful things that
make our school the special place that it is. Therefore,
we would like to provide everyone with a means and
an
opportunity
by
which
a
little
written
acknowledgement can be made about something or
someone in the school which you find positive –
whether small or large – it’s your acknowledgement.
The Acknowledgement Slips can be placed in a
designated box outside the Administration. They will
then be collated and passed on to the relevant person.
Acknowledgement slips have been sent home this
week with your children or you can collect extra copies
from the Admin Office or the class teachers.

Julie Roberts
Principal
School Board Update
The School Board meeting was held on Thursday, 20
February 2020. The following agenda items were
presented :

Principal’s Report – student numbers, new staff
for 2020 and school activities.

Financial Summary by the Manager Corporate
Services.

Department of Education Focus 2020

Review and endorsement of the Whole School
Drug Education Plan.

Workforce Plan 2020 – a summary of employee
demographics and future planning.

Review and endorsement of the Road Safety
Guidelines.

Review and endorsement of the Annual Report
for 2019.

Excellence in Teaching Summary Overview
2018-20.

Review and endorsement of the Kiss and Drive
Policy.

School Board Effectiveness Survey results.

Endorsement of Parent Interviews for Term 1.

Review and endorsement of the School Budget
2020.

Discussion on the School Review to be held in
Term 1.

Deputy Principal Corner
What is Resilience?
Maggie Dent in her article about ‘Little Things are BIG
Things, Building Resilience’, goes on to give her definition of Resilience as: Resilience refers to one’s ability to
successfully manage life and to successfully adapt to
change and stressful events in healthy and constructive
ways. In simple terms, it is our survivability and ‘bounceback-ability’ to life experiences and that means both the
really advantageous ones as well as the really
challenging, traumatic ones.
What she is saying is that it is really all about children
developing coping skills. Helping your child to be able to
cope with what the world throws at them as they grow
older. Giving them experiences in other places and other
situations with different people. Helping to broaden their
experience? Giving them opportunities to develop
enduring friendships, so they have friends and relatives
young and older that they can call on in times of difficulty
as a support.
In her article, which is in the Resiliency Links at the top
of the right column of the school blog, Maggie Dent
offers 10 Resilience Building Blocks for children from 0 –
12 and looking through them. They are obviously the
things that in her broad experience, have been the ones
that have led to parents helping build strong coping
skills and resiliency in their children. This enables the
adults of the future to be able to grapple with all those
day to day pressures that seem to increasingly impact
more and more on our everyday lives.
I hope that you might find Maggie Dent’s article and the
others listed in the Resiliency Links list on top front of
the School Blog useful, especially if you are looking for
more ideas to help build greater resiliency in your
children. Just Google, ‘Wattle Grove Blog’ or ‘Building
Resiliency in children”.

Stuart Meachem

School Drug Education & Road Aware
Since 2018, Wattle Grove Primary School has been a
part of the School Drug Education and Road Aware
(SDERA) CHAT (Changing Health, Acting Together)
initiative. It is a whole school approach to teaching and
learning to achieve better outcomes for the health and
wellbeing of students, staff and the wider school
community. The skills learnt help children and young
people make smarter choices by providing a resilience
approach to road safety, alcohol and drug education.
We were awarded a Bronze award at the end of 2018
for achieving all our set targets, and we are confident
that our Silver targets will be finalised very soon.

Carrie Oliver
Physical Education Specialist and Health & Wellbeing
Coordinator.

Junior Assembly Room 19 & Room 21
On the 21st February, Room 19 and Room 21 hosted
the first junior assembly for the year. The two classes
presented interesting facts about our sunburnt country,
Australia. The students also delivered two classic
Australian songs – We are Australian and Home
Among The Gumtrees.
All of the students did an outstanding job and should
be extremely proud of themselves. They all
remembered their lines, performed their actions and
sang both songs loudly and clearly.
We would like to thank all of the parents and family
members for all of the time and effort put into helping
us with our assembly preparation. The students looked
fantastic in their ‘Australia’ inspired outfits.
We hope you all got an opportunity to read the
fabulous WOW writing acrostic poems by both
classes. Every student accurately described Australia
and used remarkable vocabulary. We cannot wait to
see how their writing will improve throughout the year.
We hope you all enjoyed watching our assembly as
much as we enjoyed performing for you all.
Thank you
Miss Lamb and
Mrs Fitzpatrick

Merit Certificates - Primary

Prime Mathematics Workbook

Congratulations to these students who were presented All students in Years 1 - 6 will be using the Prime
with Merit Certificates at the Assembly:
Mathematics Program in their classrooms this year and
require the Prime Maths workbook. If you have not paid
Kindy Room 1 Alphonse, Everly, Patrick, Muskan
for your child’s workbook, payment can be made by
Kindy/PP Room 2 Tharun, Marg, Kristy, Daisy
cash or EFTPOS/Credit Card at the School Office or on
PP Room 3 Amelia, Taseen, Alex
Kindy Room 4 Madden, Ella, Aadhya, Sophia, Dittu the QKR App. The cost of the workbook is $34.50.
Please ask your class teacher or the front office if you
PP Room 5 Chiara, Raphael, Anya,
are unsure if you have paid.
PP Room 6 Michael, Shivani, Matin,
PP Room 9 Olerah, Aaliyah
Payment App
PP / Year 1 Room 7 Alison, Gracie, Olivia
Year 1 Room 10 Milla, Levi, Vaiga
Have you downloaded the QKR payment app? This is a
Year 1/2 Room 21 Ryan, Julian
safe, electronic way to make payments for your child’s
Year 1 Room 24 Kayden, Mishika
Voluntary Contributions, Prime Maths book, Year 6
Year 1 Room 28 Dilpreet, Sophie, Ronak
Leavers Shirts, incursions and excursions.
Year 1 Room 30 Mahilet, Aramis
Year 2 Room 16 Mason, Addison, Roma
Year 2 Room 19 Tallon, Veera
Year 2 Room 20 Mankirat, Aaron
Year 2 Room 33 Biren, Ella, Marielle
Year 1/2/3 Room 32 Chi Kit, Jai
Sports Award Room 21, Room 33
Science Award Gauri, Bryan
LOTE Award Room 30
Visual Arts Award Room 7
Music Award Room 19
Values Award Patience Nishanth, Ella

School Contributions
Financial support provided by parents has always
played an important role in the provision of resources
and the school’s capacity to add value to children’s P & C
learning experiences. For example, parent voluntary
contributions assist schools to provide resources for all
classes and can include items such as reading books, Canteen
puzzles and blocks for the littles ones, maths
equipment, paint and craft supplies, dictionaries, Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
atlases, iPad, maths and sports equipment.
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
Each year the School Board sets the contribution complete your order before 8.15am;
amount and for 2020 the schedule is:
OR In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money
and your order in the Lunch basket.

1 child

$60.00

2 children

$100.00

3 + children

$135.00

Thank you to the many parents who have already paid
their school contributions this year. It makes a
significant difference and is greatly appreciated.
Payment can be made by cash or EFTPOS/Credit Card
at the School Office or on the QKR App.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is open at the following times:
 Thursday morning 8.30am to 9am
 Friday afternoon 2.45pm to 3.15pm
Thank you to the many parents who have already paid
their school contributions this year. It makes a
significant difference and is greatly appreciated.
Have you downloaded the QKR payment app? This is a
safe, electronic way to makes payments for your child’s
Voluntary Contributions, incursions and excursions

Grace
My name is Grace and I am in Room 11 with Mrs Lowther. I was born in Kalgoorlie and I
have two siblings. My younger sister, Chelsea, is in Year Four and my older sibling, Casey, is
in Year Nine. My favourite things to do are roller-skating and baking sweet stuff - like
brownies, blondies, cookies and cakes. I am also a member of Lesmurdie girl guides and the
netball team Lesmurdie Warriors.
My favourite things about Wattle Grove are how everyone works super hard and puts their
everything (120%) into their work. I also love how this school lets the Student
Representatives have more responsibilities - like duties and lining up younger kids.
As a Student Representative, I would love to have a fundraiser for the Starlight Foundation
as it is magical what it does. I would also like to show the younger kids how to act, by being
kind. We should prevent bullying as it is one of the worst things to happen to a child at
school. I want to help prevent future problems, like anxiety, but by being friendly, kind and
setting a good example.

Blayd
Hi, my name is Blayd and I am 11 years old. I have been at Wattle Grove Primary School for
seven years and I am in Room 17 with Ms Balogh. My dad is half French and my mum is
from Sydney. I am a quarter French but mostly Australian. I have 3 pets: one dog and two
cats, and two siblings. I like to play video games and my favorite subject is science.
The things I like about Wattle Grove Primary School are:





The engaging teachers
The school work (and homework)
Fun event days
Sporting event days like Interschool and the School Carnival

As a student Representative I hope to achieve many things such as: Getting better at public
speaking, running meetings, making decision, helping to raise funds for people in need,
organizing school activities and so much more. I look forward to this outstanding opportunity.

Cohen
I have been a proud student of Wattle Grove Primary School for the past eight years. I was
born in Australia like my two younger sisters Peyton and Mackenzie. I play in a football team
and a cricket team.
I enjoy attending Wattle Grove Primary School because of the high standards that are
expected, the friendly community and the cleanliness. At Wattle Grove we help numerous
charities and we have a great deal of technology in the school we can use. The nice, caring
and considerate staff help us in the school grounds and classrooms.
As a Student Representative, I am willing to spend my personal time to help others in the
playground. I will get the job done no matter how hard it is. When I put that badge on I was
determined to give up my time to help others. I will be a responsible and respectful student Representative. I am a
positive person who is very grateful to have the opportunity to be a Student Representative.

Arisha
Hi, my name is Arisha. I am 10 years old and I am in Room 17 with Ms Balogh. I have
attended Wattle Grove Primary School for almost four years now. My parents came from
Bangladesh but I was born here, in Australia. I have a little sister who is 6 years old and we
both like to play and have fun!
While staying in WGPS I have liked a lot of things such as:

Fun events and fundraisers

Friendly and kind staff

Good friends who always help each other

Challenging but fun work

High standards and behaviour
Since I have got the opportunity to be a Student Representative, my goal is to make sure
everyone is included and happy. I will always try to do my best for the school. Being a
Student Representative will help me develop my own leadership skills for my future career. I know that I will be an
amazing, awesome, 2020 Student Representative.

Layla
Hi my name is Layla and I am in Room 17 with Ms Balogh. This is currently my 8th year at
Wattle Grove Primary School. My family has lived in Australia for their whole lives. I have two
younger brothers who love playing sports. During my free time, I practise netball as I join the
Phoenix Netball Club every Saturday to play games.
Some things I love about Wattle Grove Primary School are:
The fun events the school makes
Meeting and making new friends
Experiencing the great opportunities
Playing in the fun Interschool Sporting events
The high standards – nothing less than 120%
When I become a Student Representative, I will be able to improve my leadership skills by
being a good role model to younger kids. It will also increase my confidence and my public
speaking skills. I look forward to creating fun events and helping younger students when they are in need of







assistance..

STUDENT COUNCILLORS - SEMESTER 1

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
PROGRAM
Classes at St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church,
Maida Vale, are held on Tuesday afternoon
from 4.30-5.30pm for children from Year 2-6.
New enrolments are now being taken.
An enrolment fee of $35 per child is payable.
For enquiries please contact Philomena
Theseira on 0417 936 757.

City of Kalamunda Libraries Pre-Primary /Year One Literacy Program
The City of Kalamunda Library Service (Forrestfield, High Wycombe, Kalamunda and Lesmurdie Community
Libraries) advise that we will once again be running our literacy program the ‘Knight Owl Quest’ and will be
offering it to both your Pre-Primary and Year One students in 2020.
This program is designed to encourage all Pre-Primary and Year One children living or attending school in the City
of Kalamunda to join and regularly visit their local public library. Knight Owl Questers are entitled to special membership rewards when they visit and are able to access a wide range of reading material at each of our Libraries.
The aim is to encourage reading and promote library usage in young children at this important developmental
stage. Children gain a positive experience when visiting the Library that will enhance their future reading
patterns.
Each child will be given a special pack including a bookmark that they can bring along on each Library visit and
can choose a sticker to place on it. At the fifth visit there will be a small incentive prize and at the tenth visit, a
book prize will be given. The pack will also contain an information letter to parents about the club, membership
application form, a City of Kalamunda Library brochure and a colouring-in sheet.
We hope you will support the City of Kalamunda Library Services with this literacy initiative and distribute packs to
children to take home. We feel sure you will agree that our aim of encouraging reading and a love of books, along
with incentives to make using libraries a lifelong habit, will benefit the development of your students reading skills.
To be included in the ‘Knight Owl Questers’ program, please advise your requirements by email to Pey Heng,
Assistant Librarian at pey.heng@kalamunda.wa.gov.au advising number of Knight Owl Quest packs (1 per
student) and posters (1 per class) for your Pre-Primary and Year One classes.
Delivery of these packs to your schools will be arranged.

