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From the Principal

Mrs Wisby has also been at Wattle Grove
for many years and is an exceptional
Education Assistant having worked across
the school with many children in many
classrooms. She provides amazing support
to classroom teachers and always
demonstrates great initiative. She has
developed many resources for teachers to
use and for children to use to aid their
learning. Our best wishes go to Mrs Wisby
for the award finals next term.

A warm welcome back to everyone for Term
3. I hope all our families enjoyed the holiday
break and that all the children are now
looking forward to the term ahead. Once
again, we have many wonderful learning
experiences planned for the term which will
not
only
create
excellent
learning
opportunities but also provide a lot of fun.
We have an amazing school which not only
focusses on learning potential but also
provides great challenges and opportunities Term 3
for
participation,
development
and
enjoyment.
During Term 3, we have many events which
are always exciting. Last week we
WA Education Awards 2019
celebrated all things Italian with an
outstanding Assembly Presentation by the
Last week, the finalists for the WA Education whole school of their talents in Italian. It was
Awards for 2019 were announced by the an exceptional effort by the children across
school
in
demonstrating
their
Department of Education and we were the
thrilled to learn that Mr Jonathan Petch, our competence in singing a range of songs in
Room 18 Year 4/5 teacher, has been Italian! It is lovely to have a choir of 800
selected as one of four finalists for the WA children all singing the School Song so
Primary Teacher of the Year Award 2019 beautifully in another language. A huge
and Mrs Annjie Wisby, Education Assistant, congratulations to Signora Isaia for her
has been selected as a finalist in the WA outstanding work in teaching Italian.
Education Assistant of the Year Award 2019. Benissimo!!
This is a wonderful acknowledgement of the This week, we celebrate NAIDOC Week
outstanding work of both these staff which commenced with a whole school
members in our school. Mr Petch has been meeting and the presentation of two lovely
teaching at Wattle Grove for a number of books My People and My Kind by
years and is an exceptional teacher as many Councillor Brooke O’Donnell. This was
of you already know. He not only teaches followed by the creation of a Tucker Bush
the children in Room 18, but is also a Garden in the Pre-primary area and
member of the School Leadership Team, between Rooms 16 and 17. This forms a
Year 4 Coordinator, ICT Coordinator, wonderful addition to our school gardens
Coordinator of the Sustainability Committee, and will be looked after by the children. A
as well as, the many other roles that Mr Coin Creation fundraiser was also
Petch kindly gives up his time to assist with conducted by the Term 2 Student
in the school. Mr Petch is an outstanding Representatives to provide funds to support
teacher and we wish him all the very best for the ongoing development of the Tucker
Bush Garden raising $394.05. Many thanks
the award finals next term.

to Mrs Peake for all her work in coordinating the
NAIDOC Week activities.
In the coming weeks, we will be celebrating Science
Week, Book Week, Wattle Day, Faction Carnival events
and Learning Journeys.
Looking forward to another wonderful term.

Julie Roberts
Principal

Deputy Principal Corner
Brant Garvey - ‘No Xcuses’

You may have seen the HBF Ad on TV, with the young
handicapped runner and strangely shaped artificial leg
on a training run along a path by the river. His name is
Brant Garvey and he has a very interesting and
powerful story to tell. He wasn’t always a Paralympian
competing in the Triathlon against international runners
from all parts of the world. In fact, he wasn’t a runner at
all until very recently. He was, however, handicapped
from birth, missing his leg from above the knee and he
started walking as a young boy with a hand carved
wooden leg strapped on to assist him to walk. He was
never really able to run with his prosthetic legs and
never really tried to.
The teachers at Wattle Grove learnt of his story at the
Darling Range Learning Network EXPO, on the Pupil
Free Day at the start of the term, as he was a keynote
speaker on the day. He says it was his sister who
inspired him to ‘have a go’, as she had survived a
difficult fight against cancer and several bouts of chemo
-therapy and eventually cleared of it as a young woman.
Brant says she never once complained about having
the cancer or having to go through the nauseating and
debilitating courses of Chemo.
That was when he decided to change his life and make
something more of it. On the spur of the moment, while
out on a walk with his wife, he decided he would ‘have a
go’ at running. However, he didn’t get far, as his
prosthetic leg collapsed and he says he rather nastily,
‘face-planted’ into the pavement. He recovered, but
didn’t give up on the idea of running and with huge grit
and determination, he went on to do his first HBF Run

and later lots of Triathlons and races against able
bodied competitors. Over a very short period of time,
just a few short years and with the help of some
proper coaches, advisers and sponsors, he went on to
become a triathlete competing as a Paralympian in the
Rio Olympics, in 2016.
That’s not the end of the story though, because Brant
developed a ‘No Xcuses’ motivational program, to
share his story and inspire and assist others, both
handicapped and able bodied, to get out and make the
most of their lives. Even when the International
Olympic Committee cancelled his event from the
Olympics recently, it didn’t dent his enthusiasm for
very long. He says it is his ‘No Excuses’ mindset that
gets him through. He talks about ‘Controlling the
Controllable’ and ‘working with what we’ve got’ and
‘making the most of it’. Of ‘owning it, the good and the
bad’ and of having agility and grit. Being resilient,
‘accepting the emotions and then moving on’.
He has now focussed on and challenged his fellow
Paralympian triathletes, to compete in the most difficult
race in the world for a triathlete, the gruelling and very
challenging Northman Race up the Mountain of Hell,
Mont Sainte-Ann, in Canada, against able bodied
super athletes, in October 2020.
It is a great story and Wattle Grove is hoping it might
be able to have him speak to our students and tell his
story to them. It is a very powerful and motivating story
all about doing your best with your life and making the
most of it.
Find out more, by ‘googling’ Brant Garvey or and
Northman Race the ‘Net’. Follow Brant on this epic
journey. We will be.

Stuart Meachem
Deputy Principal

Congratulations to Michael for
successfully fundraising the
amount of $485 which will go
towards the Amanda Young
Foundation. Michael presented
the cheque to Barry and
Loraine Young.

Junior Assembly Rooms 10 & 21
On the 5th of July, Room 10 and Room 21 hosted the
final junior assembly for Term Two. The two classes
presented information about living things, specifically
insects and butterflies. The students delivered two fun
and memorable songs.
All of the students did such a great job and should be
extremely proud of themselves. They all remembered
their lines, performed their actions and sang loudly and
clearly.
Thank you to all of the parents and family members for
all of the time and effort put into helping us with our
assembly preparation. The students looked fantastic in
their insect or explorer costumes.
We hope you all enjoyed watching our assembly as
much as we enjoyed performing for you all.

FRIDAY 26th JULY 2019
Last Friday we celebrated our wonderful P&C
members. This day acknowledges the contribution
parents make to WA public schools. Thank you
sincerely for all that your dedication and hard work to
support the student’s and staff here at Wattle Grove
Primary School.
From the Minister of Education and Training:
"Schools are at the heart of our communities and
the many parents and school community members
who get involved to support children's education are
the heartbeat.
"From running the canteen, to organising school
community social events, and managing fundraising
efforts”.
"The most successful schools are the schools that
engage students, families and communities in
supporting student learning and wellbeing”.

Merit Certificates - Junior
Congratulations to these students who were presented
with Merit Certificates at the Assembly:
Kindy Room 1 Tharun, Bailey, Akein, Chiara
Kindy Room 2 Archer, Kira, Viaan
Kindy Room 4 Frohar, Vincent, Jazzleen, Irene
PP Room 2 Gurdas, Wyntah-Willow
PP Room 3 Shifan, Shaheer, Chase
PP Room 5 Gauri, Mathew, Reva
PP Room 6 Grace, Mason, Agrim
PP Room 9 Jai, Winter, Mehar
PP / Year 1 Room 7 Urshia, Manan, Tallon
Year 1 Room 10 Ethan, Anaya, Signora
Year 1 Room 21 Nishanth, Morgan
Year 1 Room 24 Ananya, Maahir, Chloe
Year 1/2 Room 30 Aiden, Harrison, Fiona
Year 2 Room 13 Josephine, Alistair
Year 2 Room 15 Anjana, Krystal,
Year 2 Room 28 Ava, Maria-Bella, Jaedyn, Milla
Sports Award Caleb, Lucas, Bryan,
Science Award Veera, Ethan
LOTE Award Room 10

Congratulations to Maria & Fadilah,
School Board Award Recipients

Qkr for School Payments
For quicker, hassle-free school payments Try Qkr.
Saves you time by letting you order and pay for
school items directly from your phone.
•
Reduces the need for your child to bring cash
into school.
Download the app from https://qkr.mastercard.com
•

P&C
School Banking
School Banking is held on Thursdays from 8.20am to
8.40am in the undercover (assembly) area.
Canteen
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
OR In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money
and your order in the Lunch basket.
Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is open at the following times:
• Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9am
• Friday afternoon 2.45pm to 3.15pm

Jorja
Hello, my name is Jorja and I am 11 years old. I go to Wattle Grove Primary School (WGPS). I
am in Year 6, and Room 17. I have five family members including my dog. I love art and
music. I am a member of the school choir.
I love running on the oval for fitness. I am always kind to my classmates and teachers. One of
the things that I like about WGPS is that everyone always supports me. I know I will make a
good role model to all the students at WGPS.
When I am a Student Representative I will assist and help in every way to improve WGPS. I
will always be available to help and support other students and staff and will make sure to
encourage younger students to be kind and to follow the Wattle Grove Way.

Shawn
Hi my name is Shawn, I’m in room 17 and I’ve been going to Wattle Grove Primary School for
seven years. I’m from Germany and all my elders are from Africa. I was born in Germany and
came to Australia when I was about five months old. I have one sibling and her name is
Esther which comes from a name in the bible, Queen Esther. I I love sport and video games.
I like Wattle Grove Primary School because of how much fun it is to walk in everyday and say
“hello” to everyone and everyone is so nice. It’s like a dream school that not many around the
world can experience and all the staff are friendly, nice and interested in all students. There is
challenging work for hardworking students and a lot of fun events to enjoy.
Being a Student Representative will help me become a better public speaker. I look forward to
helping out the school/community such as raising money. I am confident that I will be a
positive role model from the younger students and I will be very good at helping others who
are having problems on the playground.

Tanuj
My name is Tanuj, I am 11 years old and I am in Room 17 at Wattle Grove. I first came to this
school in 2018, halfway through Term 3. I am from India and have been in Australia for about
8 years. I have a sister and a brother. My hobbies are gaming, drawing, playing with friends
and playing football.
The things that I have enjoyed while being at Wattle Grove Primary School are playing with
my friends at recess and lunch and working on my Maths and English.
When I become a Student Representative, I will try to make events for the school to fund raise
for the Year 6 Graduation gift. At recess or lunch, if people need help, they could come to me,
and if someone is being mean or bullying. I would like to help people in need and say some
speeches at assembly.

Gurleen
My name is Gurleen and I have been attending Wattle Grove Primary School for three years. I
am a student in room 29 and have Mr Eaves as my teacher. I am lucky to live in the suburb of
Wattle Grove with my mum, dad, older sister and my young brother. I enjoy dancing and I
have done hip hop in Peppermint for two years. As a Student Representative, I will complete
all my jobs to the best of my ability, be responsible, trustworthy and honest. I will do my best
to be a great role model for this school and I am extremely grateful to have this opportunity.

James
My name is James Cameron and this is my second year at Wattle Grove Primary School. I am
currently in Room 29 with Mr. Eaves, who is a role-model who I look up to and learn a lot of
wisdom from. I am in a particularly large family, consisting of my 3 brothers and 2 step sisters.
I have a pet dog that is fun and friendly. I have many friends and peers who always look out
for me and I do the same. Friends are very important to me as they never stop believing in
you and are comforting in times of trouble. As I am now a Student Representative, I will
countlessly put 121% into my effort, work, attitude and being a great school leader within
Wattle Grove. I have many ideas to extend on with my fellow Student Representatives. I am
extremely honoured to be given this opportunity and being trusted by staff, students and
principal. I will always try my best in order to make this school the best educational
atmosphere.

As a school, we celebrated NAIDOC Week during Week 2. The week started with a special NAIDOC
Assembly hosted by George and Shirlina. Miss Annalise Yarran commenced the assembly with an
Acknowledgement of Country. Councillor Brooke O’Donnell, from the City of Kalamunda, also presented the school with two personally signed books written by Adelaide Australian Rules Football player,
Eddie Betts. These books will be available for all students to read in our library.
After the assembly, two class representatives from each class across the school worked with Marissa
Verma (Bindi Bindi Dreaming) and Mark Tucek (Tucker Bush) to establish our ‘Bush Tucker’ Gardens.
We have established one garden in the Pre-primary area and another garden between Room 16 &
Room 17. All of the children enjoyed getting their hands dirty and learning all about the native plants
that we now have in our school. We look forward to adding to our garden as the seasons change.

Year 1 Challenge - Perfect Score

Champion Class Room 11

PRINCIPALS
CHALLENGE

Year 5 Challenge - Perfect Score
Year 3 Challenge
Perfect Score

Year 6 Room 11 Champion Class

You can now enrol your children in VacSwim swimming lessons for the October school holidays.
With swimming pools and beaches a big part of the Western Australian lifestyle, it’s important
your children are safe in the water.
Programs are available for children from five to 17 years and cater to all skill levels – from beginners to
those doing their Bronze Medallion. They are being offered at pool venues across the State.
Enrol your children in VacSwim now at education.wa.edu.au/swimming

