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From the Principal
Principal’s Volunteer Reading Program
With the ever increasing focus on technical
devices in recent years, it has been found
that children are spending far less time
reading books. Reading is an essential
element of the primary school curriculum
and it is critical for all children to be
competent readers. Reading provides
children with the ability to access
information and to be entertained through
stories. The more children read, the better
their reading will become.
To assist with providing more opportunities
for our children to read at school, I have
developed a special Volunteer Reading
Program which has been running for the
past two years. With the volunteer help of
over 50 parents and grandparents, this
program has proven to be most successful.
Therefore, I am seeking the assistance of
as many parents/grandparents as possible
once again this year to listen to children
read at school between 8.30-9.00am and /
or 2.30-3.00pm each day (Tuesday 2.002.30pm). Information will be sent out this
week seeking parent support and I would
love to see as many parents as possible
volunteer, even if it is only once a week.
You will enjoy the experience and know

that you will be making a difference to our
children’s reading.
School Contributions
Financial support provided by parents has
always played an important role in the
provision of resources and the school’s
capacity to add value to children’s learning
experiences. For example, parent voluntary
contributions assist schools to provide
resources for all classes and can include
items such as reading books, puzzles and
blocks for the littles ones, maths equipment,
paint and craft supplies, dictionaries,
atlases, iPad, maths and sports equipment.
Each year the School Board sets the
contribution amount and for 2018 the
schedule is:
1 child
2 children
3 + children

$60.00
$100.00
$135.00

Thank you to the many parents who have
already paid their school contributions this
year. It makes a significant difference and is
greatly appreciated.
Student Council
Wattle Grove Primary School has a strong
focus on Student Leadership providing all
senior students with the opportunity to be

Graduating student
studentsofof2017
2017presented
presentedatatthe
thefinal
final school assembly.

Student Representatives and for students in Years 1-5
to be Class Student Councilors. Last week our Student
Council met for the first time and were ably led by our
term 1 Student Representatives. Topics for discussion
included :
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bigger bins for the play equipment
Mulch in the Nature Play Area
Student Councillor badges
Students jumping from the playgrounds
Students jumping from the monkey bars.
Extending the Year 4, 5, 6 play equipment

Harmony Day
Harmony Day is celebrated around Australia on 21
March each year. Harmony Day is a day of cultural
respect for everyone who calls Australia home – from
the traditional owners of this land to those who have
come from many countries around the world.

Everyone Belongs, which means all Australians are a
welcome part of our country, regardless of their
background. It's also about community participation,
inclusiveness and respect – celebrating the different
cultures that make Australia a great place to live.
School Board Awards – Term 1
Each term, the School Board presents an Award of
Commendation to acknowledge the wonderful
achievements and service of individual staff members
and volunteer parents and/or community members
working within our school. This is a wonderful initiative
and recognises people in and around our school who
help make Wattle Grove Primary a wonderful school.
Parents will have the opportunity to submit a
nomination in the coming weeks for this Award. There
are 4 major areas:•

By participating in Harmony Day activities, we can
learn and understand how all Australians from diverse
backgrounds equally belong to this nation and enrich it.
It's a day where all Australians celebrate our cultural
diversity.

•
•
•

We will be celebrating Harmony Day on Wednesday
21 March with 2 special Parades of Nations in the
Undercover Area at 8.50 am and 9.45am.
Please see the information sent home from each class.
We would like to see all children dressed in a national
dress costume. Parents are also welcome to dress in
their national dress and attend the Parade. The
continuing message for Harmony Day in 2018 is that

Demonstrating Excellence in Teaching and
Learning (Staff Award)
Making a significant difference to individual
student/s (Staff Award)
Outstanding service to the school community
(Parent/Community Award)
Outstanding commitment to volunteering in the
school (Parent/Community Award)

Nominations are sought from all parents and staff for
this term, with the School Board selecting two award
winners who will be presented with their Award at the
first assembly in Term 2. Information will be sent to all
families this week and will close on Wednesday 4 April.

Julie Roberts
Principal

Deputy Principal Corner
Literacy is one of the most important foundations for
success in school and life. It is well documented that
an individual’s literacy levels affect their opportunities
in life for education, employment, income and
wellbeing.
The building blocks for literacy start very early in
life well before a child starts school or Pre-Kindy. The
years from birth to age five are critical for building the
emergent literacy skills that precede learning to read
and write. A child’s early literacy skills are a predictor
of later literacy and academic achievement.

•

Reading aloud to your child, talking about the
words and pictures, and sharing ideas about the
book.

•

Reading yourself – children who see adults
reading, and enjoying it, are much more likely to
want to read themselves.

•

Surrounding your child with books – you don't
need hundreds of books at home, but go to the
library or bookshop regularly to borrow books,
spend time together, browse and make choices.
In this way, reading becomes a habit and not a
chore.

The best way to equip children for their future is by
helping them build a solid early language and literacy
foundation well before school. Reading with children
helps protect them from later reading problems,
supports vocabulary and cognitive development and
facilitates adult-child bonding.
The staff at Wattle Grove, offer a variety of programs
to support the children’s reading within the daily
Literacy Block and within all other learning areas. The
children are exposed to a wide variety of text types
during the day and are explicitly taught key strategies
to help them improve their understanding of
comprehension.
These strategies include making predictions,
summarising, creating images and monitoring the
text. It is important that parents discuss these ideas
with their child whilst reading at home.
I am also very excited about Literacy Pro, which is
offered to all students from Years 3 – 6. Your child
can take part in quizzes at home, which can have a
huge impact on their comprehension.
Evidence suggests that children who read for
enjoyment every day not only perform better in
reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a
broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge
and a better understanding of other cultures.
As children start to learn to read at school, you can
play an important role in helping to keep them
interested in books. Find out what interests them,
help them to find books that will be engaging and fun,
and spend time reading the books they bring home
from school together.
Please help us to support and promote reading within
your family. Some ideas for you to use at home
include:

Helen McIlwraith
Deputy Principal

Public Holidays
The school will be closed for Easter from Friday, 30
April to Tuesday, 3 April 2018. School will resume for
staff and students on Wednesday, 4 April.

Values—Kindness
Kindness is showing you care, doing some good to
make life better for others. It is being thoughtful about
people’s needs. Kindness is showing love and
compassion to someone who is sad or needs your help.
Kindness is treating yourself and others gently. It is
caring about the earth and all living things.
You are practising Kindness when youH.
•
Give caring attention to someone who is sad or in
need of help.
•
Do things to give others happiness
•
Practise habits that help the environment
•
Resist the temptation to be cruel
•
Accept people who are different

Daphne Bennett
School Chaplin

Car Incident
It was reported to the school that an traffic incident
occurred resulting in the damage to two cars
parked in St John Road on Wednesday morning. If
any parents have any information regarding this
matter, please contact the police.

Our next General Meeting to be held on Wednesday,
21st March at 6.30pm in the Learning Centre (BER
room). All parents are welcome to attend and new
memberships are encouraged.

P & C News

Canteen

An Introduction to Your 2018 P&C Executive
Committee – Office Bearers:

The Lunchbox
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays

Rhia Bradtke – President
Rhia has been a key member of the P&C
Committee and also the School Board for a number
of years, having four children at the school from
Pre Primary right through to Year 6. It was only
fitting for Rhia to be elected President at the
beginning of 2017 and re-elected for President for
the 2018 year. We had a great year last year and
with another great Executive Committee by her
side, Rhia looks forward to bringing further
initiatives to fruition.

To Order, Simply:
1. Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
2. Or In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money
and your order in the Lunch basket.
Of course we are always welcoming new faces into the
kitchen, if you think you may be able to offer a hand – in
any capacity, please send Suzette an SMS and she will
give you a call to discuss what you might like to do. You
don’t need to have any kitchen hand experience, just a
willingness to get in and help!

Rachel Boyes – Vice President
Rachel has two children, with her eldest being in
Year 1 this year and her youngest who will join the
Kindy program in 2019. Rachel joined the P&C in
2016 and was elected as Secretary for the 2017
year, which saw positive change in the way our
School embraces the Business community and
works together to assist
in fundraising
ventures. This year as Vice President, she looks
forward to working closely with Rhia and is keen to
further develop local business relationships for the
benefit of our School community.

You can contact Suzette on 0422 247 284.

Geoff Tucknott - Treasurer
Geoff has two children at the school and has been
a member of the P&C Executive Committee for a
number
of
years,
providing
unwavering
commitment to his role as Treasurer and always
being the first to offer a helping hand across all
areas. We are very lucky to have you Geoff and
we were all relieved when you accepted the
nomination for Treasurer once again this year!
Shannon Hansen – Secretary
Shannon has two children at the school in PrePrimary and Year 2. Shannon has a background
in Community engagement, marketing and events
management and is keen to support the committee
in
streamlining
processes
and
delivering
memorable and engaging events.

Next Meeting

School Banking
Thursday mornings 8.20am – 8.40am in the Undercover
area. There are some students who are eligible for
prizes, so please make sure you bank this week to see if
there is something waiting for you.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is now open at the following times:
• Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9.00am
• Friday afternoons 3.00pm to 3.30pm

Lost Property
The lost property box is already overflowing with clothing,
hats and drink bottles. Please check the lost property for
any lost belongings. All children’s belongings need to be
labelled, including their drink bottles.

Bike Racks
Bike racks are provided at the rear of the school behind
the Undercover Area and next to the tennis courts.
Please DO NOT park bikes and scooters in the Early
Childhood area as this is a safety issue for Kindergarten
and Pre Primary children.

News

Farin
Hi, my name is Farin and I am 11 years old. I am in room 29 and I’ve been at
Wattle Grove Primary School for six years. I have seven people in my family,
which is big! I am proud to be a Student Representative and feel that I am
responsible, a good role model and caring.
First and foremost, I am responsible because when my teacher gives me a task,
I complete it independently. If I’m finished early I help others if needed. I always
help my teacher when he asks me to. I always give 120% in all of my work.
Furthermore, I’m a good role model. I always set a good example to others and
I make sure everyone is doing the right thing. I will give up my recess and lunch
to help others. Moreover, I am caring. If anyone is hurt, I will help them out and
make sure that they are okay. I always care about others and how they feel.
When there are new people, I show them around and make them feel like
home.
I am proud to be a Student Representative in Term 1 and I am confident I will do
a great job.

Elaha
Hello my name is Elaha and I’m a Student Representative for Term 1. I am 11
years old and have been at Wattle Grove Primary School for seven years and
this is my eighth year. I’m happy to be here and that I belong. My brother has
finished primary school at Wattle Grove and my two younger sisters are learning
here as well. I feel Wattle Grove Primary School is a tranquil place that encourages learning. My favourite sport is soccer and I’m excited to go to Inter School.
My favourite food is my Mum’s homemade spaghetti, which is the best!
The best things about Wattle Grove are the little things people do here.
Students and teachers always try their best in everything they do, which means
that they give 120%, no matter what. There are a lot of opportunities to learn in
the classroom and on excursions and incursions. I think everyone is kind and
caring in every year level and I look forward to doing a fantastic job as a Student
Representative.
I know it will be a challenging year, but I’ll give it my best shot.

Sacha
My name is Sacha and I first came to Wattle Grove Primary School in Kindy.
My family comes from Serbia and I was born in Australia. I have one brother
who is younger than me. I play a lot of sport including football, cricket and
basketball.
I have enjoyed my time at Wattle Grove and particularly like:
•
The way that all the students get along with each other.
•
The way that the teachers are so polite and how they teach you so much.
During my time as a Student Representative , I would like to help to raise
money for kids that are less fortunate than we are. I have loads of ideas and I
hope I can share them. My ideas won’t just benefit the school but the homeless
and the poor. To make this work I will sacrifice my recess and lunch so everyone is happy.
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