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From the Principal
Senior School Choir

throughout the day and to the parents who
greatly assisted them.

Student Council

Last week, I had the privilege of attending
the Children’s Sing Festival at the Octagon
Theatre at which one of our Junior School
Choirs performed for the first time.
Congratulations to our Choir for the
fantastic effort that they put into their
performance. Led by Mr Chris Honey, our
music teacher, the Choir performed two
songs – “What a Wonderful World” and
“Rainbow Connection”. Each school choir
received adjudication from the judges to
provide them with acknowledgement and
purposeful
feedback
for
areas
of
improvement. This was an excellent
opportunity for the children to experience
being part of such a festival and to learn
more about choral singing. Congratulations
to you all and well done.

As this term draws to a close, I would also
like to congratulate and thank our Semester 1
Student Council for the wonderful leadership
they have displayed throughout the semester.
As a school, we are very committed to
developing student leadership skills and
decision making through strategies such as
student learning teams, class meetings and
forums such as the Student Council. I am
always so impressed at Student Council
Meetings with the level of discussion and the
ability of the children at all year levels to
present agenda items, ask clarifying
questions and to build on the ideas of others.
Congratulations Student Councillors on your
tremendous efforts throughout the semester.
We will have one final meeting next Tuesday.

Winter Interschool Carnival

Reporting to Parents

The Winter Interschool Carnival was also
conducted last week with all schools in the
Darling Range Learning Community
competing. Congratulations to all the
children who were selected to participate
and represent our school in netball, soccer
and football. They can be very proud of
their performance and sportsmanship
throughout the day. The Wattle Grove
Netball A and Soccer A Teams were
successful in winning first place at the
carnival. Many thanks to Mr Sherlock, Mrs
Oliver, Mrs Lowther, Mr Sanderson and Mr
Meachem for your thorough coordination

It is that time of the year when the children
are busy completing special projects and
teachers are all very busy completing
Semester 1 Reports. Each child will receive
their Report at the end of the term which will
provide parents with information in regard to
their child’s achievement in all eight learning
areas, as well as their attitude, behaviour and
effort and personal and social learning.
Children’s overall achievement for each
learning area in Years PP – Year 2 is
reported using a description of achievement
ie. Excellent, High, Satisfactory, Limited and
Very Low.
In Years 3 – 6, children’s

achievement is reported against a scale of A-E. These
descriptors and grades are consistent for all students in
public schools across the State. The children will all
take home their Semester 1 Reports on Thursday, 28
June. I would suggest that all parents take some time
to discuss the Reports with their child and determine
ways in which they could improve their achievement
even further next semester. This could also be
discussed with the class teacher.

Week 9
There is always something happening in our school.
Next week, we have a number of wonderful events for
children to participate in. These include the Principal’s
Challenge for Year 6 children, Super Scientist
Challenge final on Wednesday afternoon at 1.15pm,
the continuation of Wattle Grove’s Got Talent, the Book
Fair being conducted by the P&C in the Learning
Centre and for families, in Years 2 and 4, a wonderful
Family Reading Night on Tuesday evening. Thank you
to all the children, teachers and parent volunteers for
making all of these events happen. It’s the Wattle
Grove Way!

Semester 1
As we come to the end of our first semester for 2018,
there are indeed many highlights for our school to
celebrate, particularly those that have offered the
children experiences that have further developed their
learning. As I visit the classrooms, and as you will have
read about in Class Newsletters and in Class Blogs,
our teachers have provided the children with so many
wonderful learning programmes throughout this
semester. There has been a solid focus on literacy and
numeracy with particular focus on reading, phonics,
spelling, word identification, vocabulary, oral language,
writing and problem solving. The Literacy Pro program
is making a big impact on children’s enthusiasm to
read books and to answer the quizzes. This is most
important
in
assisting
with
comprehension
development. The Principal’s Challenges for all year
levels have also provided the children with the

motivation to improve their personal achievement in
elements of literacy and numeracy, together with
aspects of general knowledge. The Science Superstar
Challenge has once again ignited children’s inquiry into
all things scientific. Thank you to all the teachers who
have spent many hours planning, organising and
coordinating a wide range of programmes this semester
to ensure that the children at our school receive such a
stimulating and enriched learning programme. The
Principal’s Volunteer Reading Program is making a
significant impact on the reading skills of our children.
Many thanks to the parents who have volunteered their
time for this program and we look forward to it
expanding further next term.

School Security
We all work extremely hard to maintain this beautiful
school so that the children can enjoy a clean, neat and
safe school environment. As we commence holidays, I
would urge any families who notice individuals within
the school grounds or playgrounds to phone the
School Watch number on 1800 177 777 and report
your concerns. Every year, criminal damage to schools
not only costs Western Australian taxpayers tens of
thousands of dollars, but also inconveniences children,
their families, teachers and local residents.
Thank you to all the children who have worked hard to
improve their learning this term and to all the parents
for supporting our school during this first semester.
Have a wonderful and safe holiday and we’ll see you all
on Tuesday 17 July for the commencement of
Semester 2.

Julie Roberts
Principal

Deputy Principal’s Corner
Research has found that reading storybooks to
children is one of the most important activities for
developing the knowledge required for eventual
success in reading. Reading to children from a young
age has been found to be related to language growth,
emergent literacy and reading achievement. In
addition, reading to children also stimulates them to
read books themselves and further develop their
cognitive skills. It has been proven that there is an
important role for parents in the development and
educational performance of their children. Parental
reading to children increases the child’s reading and
other cognitive skills at least up to the age of 10–11.
This is an early-life intervention that seems to be
beneficial for the rest of their lives.
Creating a 'reading friendly' environment at home is
one way to increase your child's chances of improving
their literacy skills and, most importantly, their
appreciation of reading. Fortunately, creating such an
environment doesn't require any special knowledge or
investment. You could help your children grow in to an
avid reader simply by creating a climate at home
where reading is an important part of their day.
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Having books to read is the first thing children
need.
Keep books all over the house wherever children
spend time: the bathroom, kitchen, living room or
bedroom.
Wherever they have a place to read, ensure
there is a book, comic or magazine around.
The public library is a great resource to discover
interesting titles and books.
Educate your children in a way that they
acknowledge the advantages of libraries and
learn to love them.
It is also advisable to create a cosy reading area
with shelves full of their favourite titles.
A comfy chair, a good reading light and an
interesting book will help them to cultivate a love
of reading.

Show your children you enjoy reading as well by
reading for pleasure. Create a home atmosphere in
which reading is encouraged, praised and supported.
Talk about what you read and ask them about the
books they are reading. As much as they may deny it,
most children want to be like their parents. Their
lifelong habits start to form at the earliest ages, often
by mimicking older members of the family. If they see
you reading daily—both for function and for pleasure—
they will more likely become avid readers themselves.
If children see parents visiting libraries and checking
out books, giving and receiving books as gifts, and

borrowing and lending books to friends, they will know
their parents place a high value on reading. For
generations, education experts have been sounding
the alarm about the harmful effects of too much
television. The rise in popularity of the Internet and
computer and video games only adds to the din of
distractions pulling children away from more literary
pursuits. While excellent educational programs and
software exist, consumption of electronic media must
be kept in check by parents. Limit children's television
and computer use to make time for other activities,
such as reading. Take time out of your busy schedule
to sit and listen to your child read. Show them that you
are interested. Ask them questions about the book, talk
to them about what has happened, their favourite
character or their favourite part. We should be
checking for comprehension and understanding, as
well as fluency, when our child reads. Make reading a
part of your daily life, and children will learn to love it.
Set aside some time when everyone turns off the TV
and the internet and does nothing but read. Make it
fun. The point is to make reading a regular enjoyable
part of your family routine.
Happy reading!

Helen McIlwraith
Deputy Principal

Junior Assembly
On Friday 15th June, Rooms 9 and 10 had a fantastic
time hosting the Junior Assembly. The theme was road
safety. Students sang a song about the importance of
road safety when travelling in a car. The main points
from this were;
♦
♦

All students need to be safely restrained in an
adequate car seat and harness/seatbelt.
They must enter the car from the kerb side,
never stepping out onto the street.

All students looked amazing and spoke very well.

Congratulations to all the students who were awarded
merit certificates, values certificates and science
prizes.
We would like to acknowledge the ever so talented
Mrs Carol Fogarty for her efforts in making our ‘Big
Red Car’. It looked amazing! Thank you to all parents
and guardians for your continued support, helping to
ensure students were dressed and well-rehearsed for
their speaking roles. Partnerships with parents are
ever so important and events such as this would not
be possible without your support.

Merit Certificate Awards
Kindy Room 1 Winter, Chi Kit, Ruby
Kindy Room 2 Julian, Jasmine
Kindy Room 2 Harper, Sophie
Kindy Room 4 Harshid, Dia, Charles, Mahilat
PP Room 3 Neha, Olivia, Naomi
PP Room 5 Abeera, Xylene, Matilda
PP Room 6 James, Ella, Chesney
PP Room 7 Ella
PP Room 9 Mahnaz, Addison, Nema
Year 1 Room 7 Shanuel,Edward
Year 1 Room 10 Stephani, Frida, Nathanael
Year 1 Room 21 Jye, Caleb
Year 1 Room 30 Niya
Year 2 Room 14 Jessmary, Matthews
Year 2 Room 15 Manassa, Alyssa
Year 2 Room 16 Haritha, Alvin, Ethan
Year 2 Room 20 Chirath, Madison, Philip
Year 2 Room 23 Aliston, Amelia
Year 2 Room 30 Joao
Science Award Ethan, Milla
Sports Award Maria-Bella, Ty, Liam
Art Award Year Room 20
LOTE Award Room 7
Music Award Room 16
Values Award Resilience Krystal
Values Award Perseverance Indiannah

education.
You need to apply to enrol your children in a public
school for 2019 if they are:
♦
starting Kindergarten – 4 years old by 30 June
2019
♦
starting Pre-primary (first year of compulsory
school) 5 years old by 30 June 2019
♦
starting Year 7 (first year of secondary school)
♦
changing schools
All children from Pre-primary to Year 12 are guaranteed
a place at their local public school.
Come and see us to enrol your children today. Apply by
Friday,20 July 2018.
If your child will not be attending Wattle Grove PS in
2019 (with the exception of students going to High
School), please notify us at the Front Office.

P & C News
Canteen
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
To Order, Simply:
Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
OR
In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave money and
your order in the Lunch basket.
Of course we are always welcoming new faces into the
kitchen, if you think you may be able to offer a hand –
in any capacity, please send Suzette an SMS and she
will give you a call to discuss what you might like to do.
You don’t need to have any kitchen hand experience,
just a willingness to get in and help! You can contact
Suzette on 0422 247 284.

School Banking
Thursday mornings 8.20am to 8.40am in the Undercover area.

Kindy Returning Term 3
A reminder that Kindy Blue Group children attend
school on Friday of each odd week of the school
term. Kindy Red Group children attend school on
Friday of each even week of the school term.
Kindy Blue (Friday)
Week 1,3,5,7,9
Kindy Red (Friday)
Week 2,4,6,8,10

Enrolments 2019—
2019—Kindy & Pre Primary
Friday, 20 July is an important date in your child’s

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is open at the following times:

• Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9.00am
• Friday afternoons 3.00pm to 3.30pm
Event Sausage Sizzle
P & C Sausage Sizzle on Saturday, 23 June at Bunnings
Maddington.

Chelsea
I first came to Wattle Grove Primary School at the beginning of Kindy in 2011. My family
comes from WA in Australia. I have one brother and one sister and both of them are
younger than me. I am a member of the Forrestfield Athletics Club and The Phoenix Netball
Club. I like the challenging work at school even if it is very hard and I like that the teachers
are very helpful. My friends and most of the students get along really well and they are very
nice. I like that my school is very clean and modern. At Wattle Grove I enjoy all the special
days such as Book Week and Harmony Day. Whilst I’m a Student Representive I would like
to help all the little kids and maybe raise money for new library books. I’m a kind and caring
person and look forward to helping during recess and lunch.

Keagan
Hi my name is Keegan and I am in Room 11. I have been at Wattle Grove for three years. I
have one brother he is four years old. At home, I like riding on my bike with my friends.
Other things I like to do are Pokémon, You Tube, cars, Jumanji, video games and computer
games. Some of the things I like about Wattle Grove are:
•
That everyone is nice, kind and trustworthy.
•
I enjoyed going to Interschool sport. It was awesome. I’ve done it three times for
football and tee-ball.
•
The school is safe, the teachers are nice and kind and make work tough. All the
students are cool, smart and intelligent.
During my time as Student Representative, I would like to suggest more fundraising ideas
for our school and help others as much as possible. I hope to help the school as much as I
can.

Manual
Hello my name is Manual and I am in Room 27 with Mr Sherlock and Mrs Queiros. I have
been at Wattle Grove for one year and two months. My family is Aboriginal. My hobbies are
football and basketball. I love to play footy. I have played footy ever since I was a little boy. I
haven’t played in a club yet, but I will soon be joining the Forrestfield Football Club. Wattle
Gove has very high standards. The teachers and the students are very friendly and helpful. I
really enjoyed playing AFL in the Winter Carnival this term. I am very proud to have been
chosen to be a Student Representative and being able to represent my year group. I will be
a responsible role model for the younger students and show them the Wattle Grove Way. In
the future, I hope to play AFL for WA. Becoming a Student Representative will help me to
reach my goal.

Jesse
Hello, name is Jesse. I am in Year Six and I have been selected as a Student
Representative for 2018. I have been at Wattle Grove for two years now. I would like to
thank Mrs McIlwraith for helping to prepare me for Year Six and providing me with the skills
to become a Student Representative. Thank you to Mr Sherlock and Mrs Queiros as well.
I was born in Perth and my family was too. My background is Scottish, Scandinavian and
German. I have four sisters. One sister attends this school, one sister attends Lesmurdie.
My two step sisters are based in Fremantle. Wattle Grove is definitely a ten out of ten for
me. I have learnt a great deal and I put 145% into everything I do. I have been a Student
Councillor twice. The role has taught me a great deal. This school is really friendly and the
work is always challenging. We have great teachers and a really nice and enthusiastic
Principal.

George
My name is George and I’m in room 27 with Mr Sherlock and Mrs Querios. I am 11 years of
age and I have been at the school since Year One. I live in a family of four, and I come from
Australia. My back ground is from Lebanon. My favourite subject is Maths, English, Science
and Sports\Physical Education. My hobby is martial arts and I have achieved a blue belt.
Wattle Grove Primary School is a fantastic school with great, kind, encouraging students
and staff. Standards are high at Wattle Grove Primary School. I put 150% effort in every
task thrown at me and always try my best. Wattle Grove is a great school and even won
WA School Of The Year. This is a great and proud school, welcoming to all. I am a proud
student of Wattle Grove and thankful for the amazing opportunity for being a Student
Representative and representing and leading the school in many different ways. I am
thankful for the opportunity and proud to be a member of Wattle Grove Primary School.

Shreya
I first came to Wattle Grove Primary School in 2014, halfway through year two. My family
comes from Karnataka, India. I was born in New Zealand. I am an only child, but I have
always hoped for a sibling. I have played many different types of sports such as tennis,
badminton and netball. I have enjoyed my time at Wattle Grove Primary School so far and
particularly like:
•
The challenging work provided by my brilliant class teacher. The challenges are fun
and help you learn new things at the same time.
•
All the kind, responsible students here that stick with you and help you.
•
Wattle Grove Primary School has many resilient students who never give up.
During my time as a Student Representative, I would like to improve my leadership skills
and speaking skills. I will achieve this by helping the younger students and speaking at
assemblies. I would also like to organise a fundraiser for the Perth Zoo. I have many ideas
for games to play for the Year 1’s and 2’s.

Ava
I first came to Wattle Grove Primary School in Kindergarten in 2011. My mum’s family
comes from Italy and my dad was born in Lisbon, Portugal. I have one sister and one
brother, both younger than me. I love to play netball. I have played for five years. This year, I
was selected into the Kalamunda and Districts Netball Association and recently won the
Smarter than Smoking State Championships.
I have really enjoyed my time at Wattle Grove Primary School. I particularly like:
•
The challenging work given to students by teachers. It is hard but not too hard.
•
The main events held at the school, such as: the Faction Carnival, Fun Runs, Book
Week, excursions, etc.
During my time as a Student Representative, I would like to improve my leadership and
public speaking skills. I would do this by talking at school assemblies and doing my
Student Representative jobs. I would like to help make games for younger students to play
at both recess and lunch. I would like to help raise money for the school by holding
fundraisers.

Results
Soccer A Division 1st Place
Soccer B Division played exceptionally well
Netball A Division 1st Place
Netball B Division Runners Up 2nd Place
Netball B-2 Division played a fabulous game
AFL 3rd Place

Royal Life Saving Social WA, in partnership with Communicare’s Get
Active Project, will be running swimming lessons at Cannington
Leisureplex in Term 3. The classes will run every Tuesday afternoon
and are restricted for Level 1-4 only.
Dates: Tuesdays, 17 July – 18 September (Term 3, 2018)
Times: 4.30pm – 6.30pm, depending on swimming level
Cost: $20.00 which includes pool entry, a towel, goggles and
swimming cap

