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From the Principal
“Excellence in Learning” continues to be
one of the overarching areas of focus for
our school this year. It requires all children
to continue to be focussed on their
performance in learning and their desire to
achieve their “personal best”.
As partners in education, it is important that
parents articulate to their children the
expectations they have of their learning and
to support them in achieving those
expectations. It is critical that the school
and parents have the same expectations of
children’s learning and that this is
communicated frequently them.
As part of homework routines this term, the
focus for children is reading and developing
a ‘love of reading’ as well as word
recognition, spelling, automatic recognition
of basic addition/subtraction facts and
tables. These are all important areas of
literacy and numeracy that children must
know and remember from one year to the
next. Basic facts need to be practised
regularly every day in order to become part
of a child’s working memory. Constant daily
revision with parents at home will greatly
assist.

School is a great place to enjoy and we want
our children to enjoy their learning, but we
must also encourage children to achieve the
best possible learning outcomes and to
strive for excellence. We have a wonderful
school and I am very proud of the focus that
our children have on their learning and
improving each and every day.
Pre Primary On Entry Assessment
This term, teachers have been assessing
the children in Pre Primary as to the
development of their Literacy and Numeracy
skills using the Department of Education’s
On Entry Assessment. This assessment is
conducted each year in Term 1 by all
schools in Western Australia to provide
detailed data on children’s development of
early literacy and numeracy skills. Teachers
assess children’s skills in language, reading,
writing, counting and numbers. This
information will help teachers plan lessons
and tailor learning for each child to extend
children who perform well and support those
who may need more assistance in some
learning areas. A Report will be distributed
to parents at the end of the term.
P&C Annual General Meeting
The P&C AGM was held last week and,
once again, thank you to the parents and
staff who gave up their time to attend and to
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those who volunteered to take up a position for this
year. Congratulations to our new P&C Office Bearers
for 2018:

President – Rhia Bradtke

Vice President – Rachel Boyes

Secretary- Shannon Hansen

Treasurer – Geoff Tucknott
The P&C is now looking forward to another successful
fundraising year. Whilst it’s encouraging to have a
wonderful group of parents who continue to volunteer
and assist year after year, they would like to encourage
more parents in our community to also participate and
become involved in helping your child’s school.
Acknowledgements
Many thanks to all the parents who have written
Acknowledgements for staff and students over the past
couple of weeks. These have all been passed on to the
recipients and have been gratefully received. If you
require further Acknowledgements, they are available
from class teachers or the Administration and can be
placed in the Acknowledgment Box outside the Admin.
Once again, a little thank you goes such a long way.

Julie Roberts
Principal

Deputy Principal Corner
Attendance Focus in 2018
This year, one of the focus areas outlined is
attendance. We have a target to make Regular
Attendance at 95%.
Already this year, we have noticed that some year
levels have been impacted by attendance issues.
There has been a state-wide trend to take vacations in
school time, impacting adversely on student learning
and making it increasingly difficult for teachers to be

able to deliver an effective learning program for all
students. These absences are forcing children to have
to work even harder, and to try and catch up with the
rest of the class. Whilst parents may consider that one
short vacation may not have a serious impact on a
child’s learning, children lose the continuity of their
learning program and often their friendship groups.
Even if students attend for 95% of their schooling over
the 13 compulsory years, Pre Primary to Year 12, they
will have missed around 26 weeks of learning.
Students at High Educational Risk, (i.e.at less than
60% attendance), would have only attended for 7.8
years, having missed 5.2 years of their schooling.
Those at Moderate Risk, (between 60% and 79%
attendance, are missing between 2.37 years and 5.2
years of learning. So, as absences add up, you can
see how it can have a serious impact on children’s
learning and achievement.
Socially, it has an impact as well, with children who
spend a lot of time away, finding it hard to establish
and build regular and lasting friendships. While they
are away, children make friends with others and then
when the child comes back, they find it hard to fit in
again.
All the staff at Wattle Grove work very hard to build a
rapport with all children, to better understand them and
be able to engage each of them in an effective learning
program in order to maximise their achievement.
Lateness also impacts adversely on children’s
learning, with children missing morning messages and
getting ready for the school day. Fitness routines can
be impacted followed by the important Warm Ups or
practice sessions at the beginning of English and
Maths Blocks, or learning objectives in other learning
areas such as Art, Italian and Music.

If you are having any issues around attendance, then
please call and make an appointment to discuss it
with the class teacher and then a member of the
Admin team, if required.

courts. Please DO NOT park bikes and scooters in the
Early Childhood area as this is a safety issue for
Kindergarten and Pre Primary children.

Jonathan Petch

P & C news A.G.M update

Deputy Principal

Public Holidays
A reminder to parents that Monday, 5 March 2018 is a
public holiday for Labour Day. The school will be
closed, and students do not attend on this day.
The school will be closed for Easter from Friday, 30
April to Tuesday, 3 April 2018. School will resume for
staff and students on Wednesday, 4 April.

Patience
Patience is being calm and tolerant when difficult
things happen. It means showing acceptance when
you or others make mistakes. Patience is doing
something now so that later it will bear fruit, like
planting a seed and waiting for it to grow.

Last week we held our AGM and we wanted to sum up
an important message that was recurring throughout the
presented reports. Each report had expressions of
gratitude and accolades. To the entire Teaching and
Administration staff; the P&C Executives, the P&C
members, all of the volunteers, from in-class parent
help to P&C and school activities; and the expression of
fortuity of our great parent community.
Furthermore, we as a P&C are honoured to be in a
position to help enrich our school for the benefit of our
students, who themselves surpass expectations on a
daily basis and we are all looking forward to another
great year and building on our kinship within the parent
community.

P & C Thankyou
We would also like to make special mention of Helen &
Les at Neatagear, whom we have had a working
relationship with for a number of years now and they
contribute a great deal to the wellbeing of our Students
by supplying our uniforms.
Helen & Les have
generously given us a 10% discount against the last few
orders of 2017. Saving the P&C a whopping $773.50,
which is a massive contribution to go back into the
School. Thank you Helen & Les for your generosity!
We will communicate in due course how this saving
assists us with School resources.

2018 P & C Committee
Your new P&C Committee for 2018 is as follows:

Daphne Bennett
School Chaplin

Lost Property
The lost property box is already overflowing with
clothing, hats and drink bottles. Please check the lost
property for any lost belongings. All children’s
belongings need to be labelled, including their drink
bottles.

Bike Racks
Bike racks are provided at the rear of the school
behind the Undercover Area and next to the tennis













President: Rhia Bradtke
Vice President: Rachel Boyes
Treasurer: Geoff Tucknott
Secretary: Shannon Hansen
Suzette Forrest
Candice Grobler
Simone Taylor
Fundraising Coordinator: Ashleigh Houlihan
Uniform Shop Coordinator: Seetha Karisnan
Bookclub Coordinator: Kirsten Williams
School Banking Coordinator: Jasmin Clarke

Some happy snaps and information on our elected P&C
Committee will be displayed on the P&C Information
board soon so you can put a face to the name!

Please stay tuned for more updates, including roles
with which we can use a helping hand and if you are
a Facebook user, please feel free to join our page
@wattlegrovepsperth

Canteen
The Lunchbox
Open Wednesdays & Thursdays
To Order, Simply:
1. Go Online – https://quickcliq.com.au/ register, and
complete your order before 8.15am;
2. Or In class – Fill out the lunch bag and leave
money and your order in the Lunch basket.
Of course we are always welcoming new faces into
the kitchen, if you think you may be able to offer a
hand – in any capacity, please send Suzette an SMS
and she will give you a call to discuss what you might
like to do. You don’t need to have any kitchen hand
experience, just a willingness to get in and help!
You can contact Suzette on 0422 247 284.

School Banking
Thursday mornings 8.20am – 8.40am in the
Undercover area. There are some students who are
eligible for prizes, so please make sure you bank this
week to see if there is something waiting for you.

Uniform Shop Opening Hours
Uniform Shop is now open at the following times :
 Thursday mornings 8.30am to 9.00am
 Friday afternoons 3.00pm to 3.30pm

Community News

.

Rutvi
My name is Rutvi and I am in Room 27 with Mr. Sherlock and Mrs Queiros. I
have been at Wattle Grove Primary School since Year One. I came to Australia
when I was three. I have five people in my family: Mum, Dad, my sister Veera
and my little brother Aarav. I love to play with my sister and my brother and I
also love to help my mum to cook dinner for my family.
I love Wattle Grove because of the especially high standards, the caring
students who are very kind. The teachers are very supportive. The school
provides us with many amazing opportunities. I promise I will try my hardest to
make this school the best that it can ever be. I am extremely grateful for this
opportunity to be a Student Representative. I am so excited to help, and have
many ideas up my sleeve. I am planning to achieve all of my goals as a
dedicated Student Representative and a committed student at Wattle Grove
Primary school.

Toby
My name is Toby I am in Room 11. I have attended Wattle Grove Primary
School for seven years. My family has come from Australia but we have
German ancestors. I have three siblings, one is my brother and my other two
siblings are sisters. I like to play sport and the piano. I am a member of the
Numero Club at school.
Some of the things I love about this school are the tidy environment and high
standards, great challenging work and fun events such as the sports carnival. I
also like the way that the new WGPS keeps many of the traditions of the old
WGPS.
In my time as a Student Representative I want to be a good leader and look
after children younger than myself. I am willing to give up my recess and lunch
to look after the smaller children and do my duties.

Jamie
Hello, my name is Jamie I am 11 years old and I have been elected for Student
Representative for 2018. I am in Mr Sherlock’s and Mrs Queiro’s class, Room
27. I first came to this great school in 2011 for Kindy.
My entire family was born in Australia. I was born in 2007. I have a younger
sister but I am the youngest of the five male cousins in my family My favourite
things to do are build Lego, read Star Wars books and play dodge ball.
This school is amazing because the teachers here are fair and efficient. This is
important for a school. When new students arrive at Wattle Grove, the students
always give them a warm welcome. The students always give 120% in
everything they do. All of their work is beautifully presented.
As a Student Representative, I can improve my public speaking skills. I am
willing to cooperate with the younger students and I can show leadership. I am a
positive role model and I can set personal goals and achieve them.

